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Lederer, William Nation Sheep 
Norton. May 187p. $3.95. 

The co-author the immensely popular The Ugly 
American has detonated second blast United 
States’ foreign policy blundering specifically Laos, 
Korea, Thailand, and with reference our support 
the Republic China government Formosa; also 
Points out serious faults our foreign student ex- 
change program, then belabors what calls the cul- 


Indexed the Catholic Periodical Index. 


prits, the ones responsible for the bungling which has 
cost the American taxpayer many billions dollars 
real purpose. Among the culprits are those re- 
sponsible for the misinformation which, apparently, 
policy made; excessive secrecy and its opposite, plays 
for publicity governmental officials seeking the spot- 
light; and, with significant reservations exempting the 
professionally expert reporter and the professional edi- 
tor, the press itself. this added number 
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recommendations, “specifics,” what should done 
press, people, government national 
levels, remedy the situation. Eventually, Mr. Led- 
erer says, the responsibility for the present plunge 
prestige which most are all too well aware, lies 
with the individual citizen, the voter, who must 
longer content merely let his elected representa- 
tives their own way, but must take more active 
interest policy and must demand accurately 
informed. angry book and sometimes guilty ex- 
aggeration and some distortion, is, the whole, 
penetrating and valid criticism the rather irrespon- 
sible manner which officials the State Department 
seem rely the power and sheer weight large 
gifts money, without any guarantees supervision 
its expenditure, win friends and influence whole 
peoples. 
Department for neglecting encourage career diplo- 
mats become specialists particular areas and 
rely wealthy amateurs who covet the prestige the 
title ambassador and minister without any real 
fications for the administration such important posi- 
tions. 


matter what the reaction this book the individual 
reader may have, seems important and 
thought-stimulating treatise which, one could wish, had 
been written least ten years ago, before good deal 
what has recently happened could come pass. 
Recommended every reader from young adult 


elder citizen. 
Grady, 


Seversky, Major Alexander 
America—Too Young Die 
McGraw-Hill. Apr. 25,1961. 228p. $4.95. 


only our leaders adopt this war-threatened 
world “positive single-minded program” that can 
saved, says this aviator, aeronautical expert, writer, 
and prolific agitator his own views. Let for 
moment pick few his ideas “facts” from the book 
demonstrate line thought. 


thinks: That war inevitable. That should 
emphasize defense, not massive retaliation. This de- 
fense can assured further attention the anti- 
missile program. The anti-missile missiles were prop- 
erly first developed the Army because its former 
Coast Artillery Corps had been charged with anti- air- 
craft defense. missiles should now taken 
away from the Army and given the Air Force simply 
because they operate the Air. This should happen 
matter what the Army and the Navy may “loftily 
claim.” matter what the “naive Pentagon master- 
minds” may think. 


this book Seversky complains that some recom- 
mendations previous book were not “put into 
effect.” complains that “warned the people” 
and that his warnings were not heeded. What someone 
else does the “phantasmagoria ignorance.” 


raves against the “unification” 1947 and the depart- 
mental empires which resulted. Time after time in- 
dicates that George Marshall was old-fashioned, un- 
fair the airmen, and inadequate, and doing 
demonstrates his disregard. George Marshall was Chief 
Staff when used war-time powers raise the 


Valid also the criticism the same 


Army Air Corps the status separate force, and 
steered the later creation the Air Force legal 
entity. Marshall does not deserve such left-handed 
ignorant thanklessness, from Seversky any airman, 


Not too long ago, General Maxwell Taylor remarked 
that his best training for his Chief-of-Staff job had been 
his experience with his high school debating society, 
true that arts presentation and argumentation 
are extremely useful that five-sided building across 
the Potomac. But Taylor had broader and richer 
grounds than merely that and hosts valid facts. This 
book reminds one the Taylor remark, because most 
its argumentation the level high school 
ing. This writer against everything and everyone 
that does not fit into his idea that the Air Force should 
supreme. him the Army and the Navy were 
use all World War II. him, the British 
“within few days were shooting down 90% all 
sky, although the definitive British book the defence 
Britain says that 33% the German were 
being downed after month. 


Seversky attacks “the deficiencies our present 
military establishment.” apparently has use for 
Kissinger, and gleefully recites what “told” Kissinger 
the usefulness “limited war” theories. 
thinks that Willie Ley gives nothing but 
scientific day dreams.” 


other words, this extremely pro-Air Force vol- 
ume which should read with the full understanding 
from the first that violently partisan book. 


The history our Air arm can briefly summarized 
follows: (If some statements may consid- 
ered unsound, ask the reader only note paren- 
theses the sources.) 


Combat aviation was early accepted and proved the 
army before World War subordinate part the 
Signal Corps. The “old-fashioned” commanders 
that war disregarded the law and France raised 
General Mitchell’s and Colonel Milling’s aviation 
separate status. Attempts use for big bombard- 
ments did not prove post-war investigations have 
been effective originally claimed, (Pershing.) 
Nevertheless the Army, after the war, separated from 


the Signal Corps law, and gave higher status. 
When the economy days hit the government and the 


army, many ground troop units were disbanded that 


air units could get keep stronger personnel. When 


General Mitchell launched his violent pro-air 
ganda, was making claims that airplanes could 
things then which were still only prospect, (Arnold.) 
Yet for years the Air Corps worked toward separate 
department and separate Chief Staff. They 


separate assistant secretary. They adopted for them 


selves different cap, then different blouse. World 
War II, they got the operating separation they wanted 
and, after the war, the legislative separation, The 
“Unification Act” was really act separation. For 
many years under the Douhet and the Mitchell propa- 
ganda, they had been claiming that they could win 
wars themselves. Now comes Major Seversky 
and says what really need real “unification” 
effected with single Army-Navy-Air uniform, with 
the Air Force top our principal force, and 
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ing the Army and the Marines subordinate branches 
bureaus the governmental pattern. 

Here sequence events. Planes were first useful 
for reconnoissance, then for “strafing” ground enemies, 
then came practicable use planes for bombardment 
purposes, and under the Douhet theory the military 
aviators jumped board the new and apparently suc- 
cessful movement. Separate air action bombard- 
ment was the only thing. Cooperation with aid 
support ground troops was neglected. several 
maneuvers pre-war days, the fliers agreed 
come but the last minute found the weather too bad. 
They tended slur cooperation with the ground 
troops, even some the air commanders supposed 
furnish this principal task always excepting 
Elwood Quesada and some similar “Tac” units. They 
found impossible post-war days furnish artillery 
observation from light planes, and let the army take 
over the care and maintenance that function. 
the Department Defense were transformed into big 
Air-Space Department and the others subordinated 
it, entirely likely that the aviators would get the 
exaltation they desire and that there would inor- 
dinate neglect other arms. But Seversky would 
never imagine any such possibility. 

other words, the Major extremist whose logic 
consists isolated incidents exaggerated beyond their 
significant importance. His book violent argument. 
worth reading, yes. Because any interested person 
may wish learn what fierce pro-air presentation 
may be. Your present reviewer reminded that once, 
when Newton Baker was odds with protagonist 
who claimed some “experts” supported him, Baker re- 
plied that preferred take advice from his official 
advisers rather than from others who had “only 
absentee sense responsibility.” Viewed with its heavy 
partisanship mind, the book may read anyone 
who can “take leave alone.” 

Col. Elbridge Colby, Ph.D., 
Washington, 


Voros, Sandor American Commissar 
Chilton. Apr. 25,1961. 477p. $4.95. (IIb) 


This well-written book. his early 20’s, the 
author wrote plays and, communist, had consider- 
able experience writing for various party publications, 
including the Daily Worker. The book begins with 
young Voros, (he was the time), cadet 
Hungarian army, just before the revolution 1918. 
The cadets were called upon help save Budapest; 
but, when their leaders capitulated, Voros found him- 
self mixed some incredible situations from which 
with pluck and luck always managed extricate 
himself. When Horthy’s government took over, Voros 
Jew found desirable leave for the United 
States and arrived here 1921. His first job was 
fur shop and soon learned about sweat shops and 
labor his naivete making him easy 
victim for cunning and malice. After bad winter, 
his fortune improved and applied for citizenship 
and, after becoming citizen, joined the Democratic 
Party. was now foreman the job and spent 
his spare time writing, mostly plays. was his desire 
learn more about radicals for contemplated play 
that first put him contact with Communists. 


was willing enough join the anti-Horthy league and 
even Washington demonstrate for Rakoszi, 
but was yet reluctant join the Party. 1929, 
however, before the Stock Market crashed, was 
finally prevailed upon. 


His main reason for joining the Communist Party was 
play his proper part establishing workers’ para- 
dise. was soon disillusioned about the effectiveness 
the Party’s activities and was about quit when, 
during demonstration about Haiti, was brutally 
handled the New York police. His anger made him 
read accept further assignments both Canada and 
the finally settled down Cleveland. 
The Depression afforded him many opportunities for 
staging demonstrations and for political activity. 
was becoming important figure state and even 
national politics when was ordered Spain 
serve the Civil War there. the time ar- 
rived there, the Fascists, thanks help received from 
Hitler and Mussolini, were already beginning win, 
fact which the Communists would not admit, least 
the world. Among his other jobs Spain, Voros 
became chief the Anglo-American section the His- 
torical Commission the International Brigades, which 
allowed him visit many fronts and brought him 
contact with many Party leaders. 


The self-serving these leaders, the incredible Party 
line, the greed and the indifference human values, 
and Stalin’s refusal accept refugees made easy for 
him leave the Party when returned America, 
although had been due for hero’s welcome and for 
exploitation. now lives, years after, small 
farm with many searing memories his war years, 
sure one thing: ex-communist will never again 
fall for the Communist line. 


Although Voros’ judgment such rightists Hoover, 
Father Coughlin and Horthy scarcely temperate, 
has written readable book about communists and 
Communism this country until 1940 and about the 
war Spain. The book for adults and contains some 
language “‘not fit for pious 

William Schweder, 

Georgetown University, 


Washington, 


Dawson, Christopher 
The Crisis Western Education 
Sheed and Ward. Apr. 28,1961. 246p. $3.95. 


This book outlines the history liberal education 
the West, discusses the situation Christian education 
the modern world, and portrays vividly the problems 
Western man the technological order. 


outlining the history liberal education the 
West, the author draws conclusions concerning the 
effect the Protestant Reformation and discusses the 
integration the vernacular literatures the 
ment Western culture. present, Catholic col- 
leges, asserts, stand almost alone the representa- 
tives of. the age-long tradition Christian education 
the United States. indicates that the strict applica- 
tion the principle separation Church and State 
bans almost any kind Christian teaching the pub- 
lic schools and favors pagan and atheistic minorities 
against Christian and Jewish groups. 


Three problems confront Western education: 


“first, how maintain the tradition liberal education 
against the growing pressure scientific specialization and 
utilitarian vocationalism; secondly, how retain the unity 
Western culture against the dissolvent forces nation- 
alism and racialism; and thirdly, how preserve the tradi- 
tion Christian culture the age secularism.” 
the view Mr. Dawson that the study Christian 
culture necessary the survival Western educa- 
tion and culture. Christians cannot will not de- 
fend their cultural traditions, Christianity will perish. 
awesome matter that one third the world 
Christian education forbidden; one third, 
criticized organ Western colonialism and im- 
perialism; the remaining third, free “operate 
the unfashionable hobby unprivileged mi- 
nority.” 
Finally, the author presents the difficult 
western man the technological order. the last 
half century, anti-Christian powers such Nazi Ger- 
many and Communist Russia have fought Christianity 
with malice and subtlety. real danger our civili- 
zation the subordination the moral law 
ligious truth social conformity and convenience. The 
author thinks that modern culture losing contact 
with spiritual reality and that the avenues which 
western man learned about the higher and nobler world 
spiritual reality have become closed ignorance, 
prejudice, neglect. Catholic schools and colleges 
are regarded many opposed the dominant pat- 
tern American society. the technological order 
our present day, which neglects Christian principles, 
ominous “Frankenstein” forming that may make 
western culture easy prey Communism some 
other totalitarian force unless our culture awakes the 
importance the spiritual and inculcates the dynamic 
idea God into the education youth. 


James Fitzgerald, Ph.D., 


University Scranton 


Vehenne, Hugues 
The Story Father Dominique Pire 
Dutton. Apr. 220p. $4.50. 


The name Dominique Pire, O.P., synomous with 
contemporary charity. was awarded the Nobel 
Peace Prize 1958 for his endeavors. the age 
five was introduced the miseries war when his 
family fled from Belgium Brittany. This made him 
D.P., the same kind D.P. which was play such 
important role his later life. Returning his 
native land completed the education required for 
entrance diocesan minor seminary. Upon sugges- 
tion made retreat, his first, Dominican monas- 
tery and became Dominican mendicant the age 
eighteen. 

After ordination Rome taught for ten years and 
was then given parochial assignment 1946. his 
parish organized study club which became turn- 
ing point his life. speaker one the meetings 
lamented the impersonal mechanics the existing or- 
ganizations offering assistance the displaced persons 
Europe. The American speaker offered solution 
the vexing problem, but did stimulate the appe- 
tite the Dominican pastor. Father Pire slipped away 
Austria way Switzerland. There came 


Best 


know the Hard Core: the very old, the ill, the crippled, 
the incurable—in short, the helpless. least 160,000 
insoluble cases were discovered the good friar and 
thus proclaimed their plight the world. 


His appeals brought sponsors who wrote letters, letters 
which aided the mind and spirit. The D.P.’s began 
regain confidence and courage. Material aid became 
personal matter between the sponsor and the one who 
received the encouraging letters. This was new type 
was renewed for thousands. They also found new 
homes the famous European villages erected through 
the generosity friends and the true charity Father 
Pire. For these untiring efforts was awarded the 
Nobel Peace Prize which regards not final goal, 
but only award which placed more responsibility 
his shoulders. 


Father Pire tells his story the author and this turn 
was translated from the French, yet does not seem 
have lost any the original spontaniety. His de- 
scription monastic life graphic, especially the train- 
ing novitiate. The layman may startled the 
frankness with which the imperfections are told, may 
wonder about the pranks men who wear the white 
and black habit; but cannot question the genuine 
wholesomeness and charity the man whose life makes 
the book. the good friar thinks made mistake, 
admits and seeks correction. Pire’s life narrated 
with coherence and especially easy read because 
the typographical settings. The thoughts and words 
the Nobel winner are set Roman type, while the 
thoughts and questions the author are set clear, 
legible italic type. This narrative priest whose 
life belongs the poor but whose will belongs God. 


Rev. Bernard Hrico, 
New Castle, Pennsylvania 


Morrison, Brysson Mary, Queen Scots 
Vanguard. May 5,1961. 287p. $4.50. 


(Literary Guild Choice—May 


The tragic story Mary Stuart has stirred the emotions 
millions during the past four centuries 
dramatists and novelists have found inexhaustible 
source plot material. The story the lonely win- 
some girl five smuggled off France save her life 
from treacherous nobles, the brief years apparent 
happiness the French court, the marriage the 
youthful king whose untimely death left her widow 
nineteen. Then the return Scotland young, 
perienced and ignorant local feuds and conspiracies 
become the victim ambitious nobles determined 
use her pawn, plunged into political chaos made 
more complicated the rising tide religious fanati- 
cism being stirred John Knox. Helpless and 
politically inept, ever trusting the wrong men, Mary 
blundered through two unfortunate marriages 
ill-advised flight England where after nineteen years 
imprisonment she was finally murdered the ruth- 
less Elizabeth under pressure from her Councilors who 
were determined prevent the succession 
lic the throne. this the essence drama 
romance made order. 


The author the present volume listed play- 
wright which could account for the style and develop- 
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ment the story, which reads more like drama than 
conventional biography. The chapters are series 
dramatic scenes which would need little adaption for 
the stage Hollywood production. There are in- 


stances cloak and dagger style conspiracies and mar- 
tial exploits, much emphasis Mary’s charm and 


beauty and “the enchantment that bewitched men,” 
though due recognition paid her courage and forti- 
tude the face disaster and adversity. The histori- 


cal background too sketchy much help toa 
reader not already familiar with the period, but this 


probably great loss for what there dated 
Macaulay. The style vivid and lively but the selec- 
tion details and occasional lapses into sentimentality 
will limit its appeal mostly feminine readers. 
entertaining and times thrilling book though not 
historically important. There brief index and sev- 
eral attractive reproductions portraits and 
other important characters mentioned the story. The 
author prefers the spelling Stewart. 


Gallagher, 


University Scranton 


Toynbee, Arnold 
Reconsiderations: Study History, 
volume XII) 
Oxford. May 740p. $10.00. 
has been half century now since Arnold Toynbee 
first “fixed” upon any sort pattern the flux 
history; has been forty years since that train ride be- 
tween Adrianople and Nish during which first laid 
down the six headings that were become parts his 
ten-volume Study History. The first six volumes 
the Study were published 1934-39; volumes VII-X 
came out 1954, and two-volume condensation be- 
came best-seller about the same time. Recently 
historical atlas-gazeteer has appeared. And now 
have the end with volume XII, Reconsiderations. 


Reconsiderations rambling sort thing, difficult 
contains answers critics the last twenty- 
seven years, modifications earlier positions, biographi- 
cal anecdotes, indigestibly minute animadversions 
particular historical topics, titanic proposals, theology, 
sociology, and epistemology. The book’s elaborate or- 
little beside the point view all the 
overlapping; but, for the record, divided into four 
main parts: philosophical considerations, structural 
problems, particular topics, and annexes (appendices, 
most people). 


changes previous Toynbee positions will inter- 
est his considerable popular audience well the 
academic community, waiting pounce, (Whether 
may yet see volume reconsiderations based 
criticisms Reconsiderations matter dizzying 
conjecture. XII, Mr. Toynbee himself tells 
age seventy-two, may yet turn out prepara- 
tion for complete reworking the Study.) These 
changes include the partial abandonment the “Hel- 
Graeco-Roman key the history civiliza- 
tions; new list civilizations; re-evaluations indi- 
vidual civilizations; and admissions galore that earlier 
judgments were subjective overdrawn based 
defective data. the categories” 
disease trying hard escape. 


But let one think Mr. Toynbee has thrown the 


sponge. Far from it. Each successive comment 
critic summarized what seems the most im- 
made, presented with flourish. But often are 
left with the impression that our author has been mis- 
understood even abused. other words, this volume 
like the last rebuttal formal debate, and like 
last rebuttal, gives rather special picture. 
nately, this not formal debate, and readers Re- 
considerations will look forward the critical com- 
ment just over the horizon. 


The new “Helleno-Sinic” variant 
Graeco-Roman model for civilizations illustrates some- 
thing about the Toynbee approach: the love pattern, 
the weakness for strange vocabulary, the itch pro- 
mote East over West. are told here that civiliza- 
tions not necessarily proceed their later phase 
previously described; universal states can pulsate 
beat between collapse and reintegration similar the 
Yin-Yang cycle the Chinese. Hence, “Sinic.” Now 
well may be, for the economic reason alleged, that 
western civilization has moved from political unity 
disunity such cycle. But precisely how much 
“Sinic” and Yin-Yang” add the view 
the military history attendant this movement, an- 
other observer might have said “bing-bang.” con- 
sidering the frequent recurrence the phenomenon, 
why not “sing-song”? somewhat precious vocabulary 
has always been Toynbee trademark, and volume XII 
brings change this. the same vein, get 
pleasant pedantries like and 
“Esquimeaux.” It’s all part the fun, and like every- 
thing else Toynbee’s writings, part his personality. 


Discussion the popular press has recently spotlighted 
the Toynbee running feud with various Jewish spokes- 
men, and little funny hear the author protest 
his innocence about hurting anyone’s feelings with the 
famous soubriquet “fossil.” But the reconsideration 
probably not going solve the problem. are 
told now that the modern Jews are model diaspora 
peoples, including, among others, the Quakers and the 
Scottish, and that this just the ticket for the coming 
world state. After all, the overly urbanized society 
the world-government future, will need diaspora 
organization maintain community relationships. 


After volumes VII-X came out critic said, “Toynbee 
appears pronounced kind mystic, poet, prophet, 
and theologian well historian, writer more and 
more preoccupied with the sub-conscious—and with 
himself.” This trend continues volume 
Toynbee tells us, for example, that the belittling role 
given world religions volumes I-VI was the result 
his “general outlook that time.” The upgrading 
religions VII-X was, course, change for the bet- 
ter, but the famous Toynbee “trans-rational” syncretism 
religion must taken into account evaluating all 
phases his writing. His historical and religious dis- 
cussions often amount attacks Christianity, e.g., 
his polemical chapter “Syriac Civilization.” And 
the reader cannot escape the feeling that being 
deliberately pressured toward the author’s own religious 
and politico-social outlooks. most difficult sepa- 
rate the history from the philosophy from the theology, 


and great deal nothing but highly per- 
sonal opinion. 


noted that the usual erudition, urbanity, construc- 
tive power, and style are all here Reconsiderations; 
and can all thankful that Mr. Toynbee, was 
made evident VII-X, neither rationalist nor 
determinist. Finally, one can quarrel with the 
thought that, book that has been weathered away 
will have served its purpose provokes other minds 
write other books that may perhaps prove less vul- 
nerable.” the Yin-Yang scholarly discussion, much 
Study History has been and will weathered 
away. Mr. Toynbee, however, has said that out 
get things going, and that has certainly done. 


Daniel Carroll, M.A., 
Archmere Academy 


Nicholson, Harold The Age Reason 
Doubleday. 433p. $5.95. (Ila) 

“This book not political, still less military, history: 
characters and successive states mind.” case any- 
one wishes criticize his book errors omission, 
Sir Harold Nicholson, author many biographies and 
studies diplomacy, has ready rejoinder. But his 
journalistic style, his inaccuracy, his glibness, his an- 
nounced purpose appealing the popular reader 
will never do. least will never for rounded 
view the Age Englightenment. 


Out respect for Sir Harold’s past achievements and 
his age—he’s his seventies—many reviewers will have 
few kind words for the book. But say it’s about 
time stop trying feed the public history spoon 
pablum. general readers are incapable reading 
ideas, they can the reference shelves any library 
and find the information contained here, perhaps not 
entertainingly presented, but it’s there, the DNB*, 
the Who’s Who, the and similar sources. 
save them the trouble deciding which are the best 
psychological figures look up, here Sir Harold’s 
list: Saint Simon, Peter the Great, Catherine the Great, 
Jonathan Swift, Louis XV, Cagliostro, Casanova, Tom 
Paine, Jean Jacques Rousseau. The more stodgy 18th- 
century figures, but each with interesting quirk, are 
Pierre Bayle, Louis XIV, Voltaire, Frederick the Great, 
Joseph Addison, Ben Franklin, Samuel Johnson, Wer- 
ther Goethe, and John Wesley. the reader has al- 
ready consulted Ben’s Autobiography, needn’t 
the library all. 


The book has been carelessly put together. Errors 
abound. For example, the population France listed 
20,000. This perhaps printer’s mistake, but there 
excuse for stating that Eliot’s famous “dis- 
sociation sensibility” reproach applies the age 
reason when fact was applied the century pre- 
vious. Mr. Eliot’s reverence for scholarly fact, which 
places even above creative criticism, will given 
severe jolt when reads that. There excuse 
either for labeling Carlyle worshipper “Real- 
and the superman.” must never have oc- 
curred Sir Harold read Emerson’s more correct 
understanding Carlyle. And prefer “Macaulay’s 
comfortable eulogy” Addison the “poison” 
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Pope’s Atticus portrait seems display 
knowledge the dirty dealings Addison (in the 
Iliad affair) behind Pope’s back. There more, and 
worse: “Swift was devoid any normal feelings 
love compassion: his loathing humanity was 
physical its obsession and sought mortify his 
fellow creatures describing them terms 
logical wish the old Dean were around 
lacerate the Freudian who said that! 


could point out more errors: Dr. Johnson was neu- 
rotic, Rousseau really believed the Noble Savage 
idea, Voltaire approved one form government 
only, Edmund Burke changed overnight from liberal 
conservative, errors dates. But why bother 
prefer looking the century through the ideas 
Locke, Hume, Berkeley, Leibnitz (who responsible 
for most it), and Kant, all whom are apparently 
without reason enough included study 


The Age Reason. 
John Murray, Ph.D., 


University Scranton 


*Dictionary National Biography 
History English Literature 


Auchincloss, Louis Reflections Jacobite 
Houghton, Mifflin. Apr. 220p. $4.00. 


Auchincloss proclaims himself Jacobite, not 
rooter for the descendants the Duke Berwick, but 
disciple Henry James. anyone who has kept 
with Mr. Auchincloss’ ample array novels, how- 
ever, his espousal the Jamesian cause can come 
real surprise. Yet Reflections Jacobite much 
more than book about Henry James. The 
Guide” James,w hich Auchincloss offers, makes good 
sense, but reckons without the fact that what Sassoon 
says Meredith, people dislike Meredith 
useless argue with them”), applies with much 
force James; and there essay the book 
which James far out sight. But Auchincloss’ 
book most accurately described amiable survey 
the novel manners from Thackeray O’Hara; or, 
for that matter, reading between the lines, from Austen 
Auchincloss. Furthermore, the individual essays are 
made relate easy, quiet rich 
insights, bright and barbed, and never anything but en- 
joyable, even when their author talks familiarly 
books far down the Meredith, Trollope, Eliot shelf 
where only the most intrepid readers can pretend 
have ventured. 


James’ partisans are the Baker Street Irregulars the 
society novel. But Auchincloss not 
hierophant reciting the lessons the master. 
schoolboy thought “the pages Dickens and 
Thackeray existed only squeezed through the 
mental grinder that would turn them into grades.” The 
leisure which came with dreary, Mr. Roberts-style naval 
service World War awakened him 
tarian taste for fiction. The results seems almost worth 
war. Here not criticism ground out, muc 

academic criticism today, meet the dubious scru- 
tiny capricious university committees, footnoted 
frenzies myopically perused hairy females 
frozen faced the survivors Laplandic burial party 
such smirking personages purvey the smug ponder- 
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osities the book club circuit, but harvest fresh 
insights experienced reader who has thought inti- 
mately and unselfconsciously about the books has 
read. The appropriateness and sprightliness these 
insights best shown here direct quotation. gloss 
Auchincloss: finds the good people Daudet “in- 
vite betrayal like those who leave open purses about.” 
Charlotte Bronté “surely the clumsiest craftsman ever 
scale Her egocentricity, not her passion, 
redeems her. Dickens’ characters “say the same things 
every time they appear.” harshest 
cism humanity simply the point where ours com- 
mences.” Burton’s portrait George Eliot shows 
woman heavy trouble with George 
Eliot that she wanted look that way.” She 
“wrecked her work with foolish didacticism She 
seems take malicious pleasure ringing down the 
curtain just when are beginning enjoy ourselves.” 
Her Middlemarch, “the greatest English novel man- 
ners the century,” was “simply good luck”; and, 
“The chief thing Eliot character has fear the 
unqualified moral approval his creator.” Truly 
adjudges her one who sold her birthright for “pot 
Auchincloss finds Versailles school from 
which “Louis XIV did not allow anyone graduate.” 
And Saint-Simon, shrill Wall Street Republican 
the days the New Deal, predicting with some accu- 
racy, the evil consequences red tape and taxes, 
but recommending their stead return che old, 
discredited system laisser faire.” Proust fares better: 
has there been brilliant comprehen- 
sive study the social world.” Trollope, Yankee 
heroine “accompanied dim, nasal parents with 
whom she seems have affinity.” finds Bourget 
“consecrating Madame Moraines ‘and her undergar- 
ments’ imagination worthy greater cause.” 
Finally “wonders Victorian fiction could ever have 
attained its bulk without keeping its nose firmly 
buried the rich trough Victorian snobbishness 
Travel between the social strata had not become the 
clanging escalator that today.” 


“Study Quiet” admonishes the Isaak Walton 
window Winchester cathedral. such quietude 
comes the good reflections Louis Auchincloss shares 
with here. One suspects also that explains Mr. 
Auchincloss’ growing competence novelist. Now 
that Marquand gone, and Mrs. Keyes sidelined 
old age, Auchincloss bids fair occupy the place they 


have vacated. 
John McAleer, Ph.D., 
Boston College, 
Chestnut Hill, Massachusetts 


Szilard, Leo The Voice the Dolphins 
Simon and Schuster. Apr. 28, 1961. 122p. $3.00 cloth. 
$1.00 paper. (Ila) 


Difficile est saturam non scribere claimed Juvenal, and 
certainly Szilard echoes this statement his collection 
satirical essays. Human stupidity, unfortunately, per- 
itself, and the art folly one which man 
excels without strenuous practice. Fortunately, how- 
ever, man has enough rationality left laugh 
own foibles when they are humorously mirrored his 
mind. The Voices the Dolphins, the author, 


renowned scientist, ridicules man’s behavior well 
his attitudes towards his new toy, atomic power. 
the five essays the one from which the book derives its 
title far the longest and the heaviest. group 
American and Russian scientists master the language 
the dolphins and teach them the known principles 
the natural sciences with surprising results. The 
bulk the essay concerned with disarmament plans 
which fact mixed with fiction. Thrown with 
the barbs against all known institutions are some con- 
structive suggestions for more rational understanding 
among nations. One may deplore the fact that the 
stand the Catholic Church contraception 
treated with undue flippancy. The two funniest selec- 
tions are “The Mark Gable Foundation” which the 
author laughs research grants and the pretensions 
progressive science, and “Report Grand Central” 
which has invaders from outer space formulate 
theory the scatological habits the Earth dwellers 
who were exterminated uranium explosions. This 
farcical effort effectively caricatures the rather fanciful 
elaborations adduced some anthropologists explain 
the mores primitive man. sum up, may say 
that this small book provides the reader with insights 
and delight. 

Brother Robert Francoeur, 

Walsh College, 

Canton, Ohio 


Warren, Robert Penn 

The Legacy the Civil War 
Random House. Apr. 109p. $2.75. (Ila) 
This slender, valuable volume subtitled 
the Centennial,” and the book full the insights 
which come only when the well-informed scholar con- 
templates. Warren first lines what the Civil War 
accomplished: union the nation, the driving out 
slavery, building great industry, the opening and win- 
ning the West, the birth our modern economic life, 
travel, the beginning the “solid South” and the im- 
mortal Confederacy, the concept total war, and the 
emergence pragmatism from the decisions men 
like Lincoln and Holmes, 


The book filled with gems which the Civil War buff 
can about documenting for weeks. Some his best 
ideas are concerning States’ Rights, doctrine which 
wrecked the South, “Higher Lawism,” Lincoln’s sus- 
pension the writ habeas corpus, and the tyranny 
the According Warren, the only intel- 
lectual course for the ante-bellum Southerner was 
become apologete for closed society; criticism 
the South was impossibility. After the war, the 
South became the land the great alibi and the North, 
the Treasure-House Virtue, condition which 
makes for distortions both sides. 


The most interesting reading for this reviewer came 
the section dealing with the reasons for the appeal 
the Civil War. They are several: was period 
Homeric heroes; there was inwardness the strug- 
gle, soul-searching doubt the minds the soldiers 
both sides; there was romantic appeal from the con- 
cepts place, honor, and duty; finally, there the 
hope that some the grandeur the war may rub off 
those who study and relive it. 
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The inevitability the war questioned, but the prob- 
lem seems insoluble. The notion tragedy involved 
the struggle explored, but the concept seems too 
loose its general application meaningful. 
the end, there consideration whether not 
have learned from the war. Unfortunately, there seems 
little evidence have, and this note the 
book closes. 


While not everyone will agree with Warren’s conclu- 
sions, there can denying that they are well sub- 
stantiated, provocative, and always interesting and chal- 
lenging. This not light reading, but important 
book, well worth the money. Recommended. 


Stephen Laut, S.J., Ph.D., 
Wheeling College 


Peck, Joseph, M.D. 
Life With (And How Survive It) 
Prentice-Hall. 28,1961. $3.50. (IIb) 


Once upon time, there was reputable physician, 
serving desert areas the great reaches far-off Utah. 
After successful career doctoring all and sundry, 
including the Gosiute Indians, (who have yet cast 
western), delivering two thousand babies, and 
working hard for the Utah State Board Health, 
retired California and began his career writer. 
After several acceptable magazine articles, (first-person 
stuff), his incisive comments All About Men 1958 
gained him international recognition humorist (soi- 
disant). Then wrote piece priceless Americana 
(just priceless, dear), What Next, Dr. Peck?. Now 
has the temerity approach different problem 
pretentiously-titled slim volume, Life With Women. 
remarks” about the eternal female and/or gentler sex 
(take one). 


The seventy-five-year-old doctor author was acclaimed 
two years ago from coast coast reviews, being 
salty, tart, explosive and witty. Somewhere the formula 
seems have become lost bogged down conven- 
tional melange pithy comments. The author admits 
that “male patients are bore.” and adds, “no man 
knows the working woman’s mind, but doctor gets 
paid for guessing while such activities cause other men 
anguish and considerable financial loss.” Such being 
the case, the once-upon-a-time doctor has written “for 
the average man, who has neither the time nor the 
inclination read the women’s magazines, the findings 
noted psychiatrists, anthropologists and the like 
the subject the female and the vagaries her men- 
tality and deportment.” (You take from there.) 


fifteen amusingly-titled chapters which outline the 
various physiological and psychological instances 
women from the cradle the senior-citizen type, the 
doctor tries masterfully make the material fit the 
title. Though his research has included reading, asso- 
ciations, speaking to-and-about, and even contempla- 
tion the subject cocktail bars, little succeeds 
proving point. repetitious mixture things 
you’ve heard read about before. The attitude 
survival, mentioned the title, becomes merely 
philosophic attitude defense, rather than any positive 
approach the problem, (if you have this problem). 
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Unfortunately, twentieth century entertainment this 
sort, which was “grandfathered” Will Rogers’ com- 
ments the same subject, has grown the snide 
capers recording comedians with 
down remarks, furthermore has been distastefully 
enlarged the point where recent Screen Academy 
Awards paid total homage the image the “shady 
lady.” Therefore, these elucidations remain pleasantly 
disparaging, unpleasantly gratifying, and 
cornball. The mass market woman’s magazines have 
been doing this sort thing for years, both article 
and fiction form. This the doctor admits and adds there 
are competent teachers the most difficult arts 
making “woman’s strings quaver melodious 


The doctor’s survival message understatement: 
“study woman does anthropologist, part part, 
action action, mood mood, and perhaps you will 
eventually come with some idea about just what 
makes your wife react the way she does.” The telling 
hardly worth the conclusion. 

Judson LaHaye, 

Montebello, California 


Editors The Wall Street Journal 
The New Millionaires and How They 
Made Their Fortunes 

Geis. 187p. $4.95. 


This book dedicated the proposition that you can 
still make million dollars the United States. The 
proof supplied the lives twelve men and one 
woman who, starting with practically nothing, made 
their fortune two decades less. Each the 
teen made good different business, but each sup- 
plied either product service that people were 
willing buy. Each the new millionaires 
dividual, but all are endowed with capacity for hard 
work and willingness take risks. 


listing the business involved gives some idea 
where the pastures are green the American econ- 
omy: Oil, Restaurants, Real Estate, Baking, Electronics, 
Magazines, Credit Cards, Foreign Cars, Trucking, 
lic Relations, Securities, Duplicating Machines, 
neering, Residential Construction. The individual 
ies, however, give you insight into how each man 
found new market what was often old field. 
Walter, for example, builds shell houses for 
people with limited funds, but with the skill required 
their own wiring, plumbing and painting. Win 
ston Schuler owes his success not only unusual 
personality, but efficient management restaurants 
with good food and special atmosphere. Others, like 
Robert Peterson, publisher Hot Rod, and Ralph 


Schneider, founder the Diner’s Club, owe much 
their. fortunes the ability detect new trend 
society. 


Though this not earth shaking book, still 
welcome proof that the ambitious individual still has 
scope for his talents society conformity. Equally 
important, proves that the spirit adventure not 
quite dead some social critics would have 


lieve. 
Thomas Garrett, S.J., Ph.D. 
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Kemp, and Christopher Lloyd 
The Brethren the Coast 
St. Martin’s. May 2,1961. 248p. $4.95. (Ila) 


What adventure-loving American does not love tales 
derring-do attributed the swashbuckling pirates 
who sailed the Spanish Main? Brethren the Coast 
historical account the most famous buccaneers: 
Sir Henry Morgan, Cowley, Dampier, Clipperton, and 
others. classic case “truth being stranger than 
trump-up.” For example, find this account: 
“Pere Labat tells the story certain Captain Danie? who, 
having captured village, asked the priest celebrate 
Mass. During the service one the crew made 
offensive remark. Whereupon Captain Daniel shot him 
dead, consoling the priest with the remark: ‘Don’t trouble 
yourself, Father. It’s only rascal who has been punished 
for disrespect and will not now forget his duty’” (p. 5). 
Besides covering cruel, exciting historical era, this 
book also gives some refreshing sidelights literature. 
John Masefield acknowledges the supreme merit one 
James Burney, Cook’s lieutenant and author the first 
and best history the Pacific. Evelyn, the diarist, 
asked Dampier dinner meet Samuel Pepys. The 
story the first Robinson Crusoe also told: how 
Mosquito Indian named Will was left mistake 
Juan-Fernandez Island and how lived goat meat 
and fish until rescued Captain Watling, the latter 
going down history because the island Columbus first 
touched now called Watling Island. Another mutiny 
recounted aboard the Nicholas, off the island 
Timor, later immortalized the termination 
Captain Bligh’s superb voyage 1700 miles open 
boat after the mutiny Bounty. Dampier 
gives description aborigines the Buccaneer archi- 
pelago which may have served Swift for his Yahoos: 
the Captain Pocock whom Gulliver meets his last 
voyage the land the Houyhnhms obviously 
Dampier himself. 


Older teen-agers and adults who daydream the 
sound “Spice Islands” and “Leeward Islands,” who 
thrill even vicarious voyaging into uncharted hori- 
zons under the “Jolly Roger,” will find Brethren the 
Coast fascinating. Many illustrations the freeboaters 
and end maps complete excellent, well-documented 


work, 
Brother Gerald Edward, 
Wheaton, Maryland 


Fiction 


Pugh, Marshall The Chancer 
Harper. Apr. 26,1961. 186p. $3.50. (IIb) 

With minimum incident offset plenitude 
witty dialogue and subtle exploration the mores 
post-war England, Marshall Pugh’s brief novel becomes 
detective story with social purpose. Its chief 
technique, skilfully used, let its characters talk and 
thereby reveal more about themselves than about their 
subjects. 


The narrator Tom Cameron, who has lost his best 
friend, Malcolm Fleming, the campaign Burma. 

war hero subsequently honored film de- 
Picting famous patrol had led, and while attending 
the premiére Tom encounters the charge that Malcolm 
actually was more than “chancer,” posing oppor- 


tunist with none the courageous qualities being attrib- 
uted him. 


Unwilling see his idol destroyed, Tom journeys 
Scotland talk with widowed Ruth Fleming about her 
husband. characteristic unconventionality, Ruth 
invites him move with her during his visit. His 
doing further alienates Tom’s wife, Helen, who 
thinks nothing wife-swapping parties but cannot 
tolerate Ruth’s casual disdain the conventions. 


the course his inquiries, Tom talks with men 
who had been Burma with Malcolm and learns that 
the cinematic version his heroism conceals gross 
cowardice that actually showed. similarly learns 
that Malcolm’s military feet clay are matched 
failure marriage, which was marred his egotism 
but which Ruth bore most the odium from mis- 
understanding friends. 


This twisted public view Ruth and Malcolm event- 
ually leads Tom reassessment his own judgment 
and marital role, with the result that finally arranges 
divorce from Helen and wins Ruth’s love. The con- 
clusion seems that outward signs are seldom true 
indicators internal worth, and ultimately Tom 
much more concerned with substance than with sur- 
face. 

The difficulty with Marshall Pugh’s conception char- 
acter that remains wholly natural level and 
takes account religious motivation. Consequently 
the reader has try see Tom and Ruth studies 
spiritual problem but without any relation their 
conduct viewpoints religious principle. Pugh 
does not make plain whether regards their conclud- 
ing decisions even incomplete, much less erroneous, 
that the effect more one objective reporting than 
evaluation. this respect the story will appeal 
chiefly adults interested its social milieu; the frag- 
mentary quality its moral sphere also suggests mature 


readers, 
George Grauel, Ph.D., 
John Carroll University, 
Cleveland, Ohio 


Clark, The Dove Tree 
Doubleday. Mar. 24,1961. 360p. $4.50. 


The story related The Dove Tree simple enough 
one. Haley Blair left widower the beginning 
the story, and the remainder the novel explores 
the relationship between him and his teen-aged son, 
Duncan. Haley given over remorse and reminis- 
cences his earlier years while Duncan driven more 
and more into himself assuage his grief. The failure 
turn outward toward one another for mutual 
strength and comfort increasingly divides the father and 
son. After they move another house the farm, 
the son takes spending the night the house they 
occupied during his mother’s life-time, ostensibly 
guard the place from intruders. The father, meanwhile, 
has withdrawn into world dreams and desultory 
farming. 

The father begins his return reality means 
brief affair with simple farm girl, his growing interest 
the local schoolteacher, and the dramatic words 
itinerant preacher. The action rises climax 
sorts when Haley, exultation renewed faith, 
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proposes the widowed schoolteacher, while “back 
the farm” Duncan symbolically shoots trespasser. 


This the story, but its simplicity superficial for the 
interaction the two main characters, introspective 
and sensitive men, played against the severe background 
the hill country the north Texas coated with 
myth and symbolism, designed, one guesses, univer- 
salize the entire situation and action. this the novel 
not entirely successful. This not say, however, 
that failure; is, rather, imperfect success. 
Such patterns the boy guarding the home his 
youth the same time that his father seeking new 
wife, the blind preacher who has memorized the Bible 
and cannot “recite” the boy out his shell unbelief, 
the father, who sees himself “like Judas, victim 
fate,” rationalizing all his failures and transgressions 
religious terms, the death the troublesome, wander- 
ing, red bull Haley begins his new life, and, finally, 
the dove tree which destroyed the fire that obliter- 
ates the old house memories, leaving only the charred 
remains empty nest, illustrate the neat complex 
symbols woven into the very structure the novel. 
structure, then, the book well designed and im- 
plemented. 


Its weakness lies characterization and, lesser de- 
gree| plausibility. Duncan merely suggested; 
not clearly delineated. may argued that the novel 
Haley’s story, but the reader needs clearer portrait 
the son become really involved the father’s life. 
cannot share the father’s agony over this shadow- 
son. But this reader, Haley’s meditations con- 
trasted with his normal speech and reasoning patterns 
lines: 

When read Shakespeare struck with wonder 

That such trivial people should muse and thunder 

such glorious language. 
end, however, positive note: this book makes 
fresh again the cliché “one looks forward the second 
book this promising new novelist.” 


James Gilchrist, 
St. John College, 
Cleveland, Ohio 


Mykle, Agnar The Song the Red Ruby 
Dutton. Apr. 335p. $4.50. 


Agnar Mykle, the Norwegian novelist, whose Lasso 
Round the Moon received generally favorable critical 
and popular support America last year, has sent 
his 1956 novel, The Song the Red Ruby, the sec- 
ond volume the saga the idealistic young student, 
Ash Burlefoot. This particular work created furor 
his home country five years ago when netted the dubi- 
ous distinction being the first book seventy years 
ever charged with being obscene under the Nor- 
wegian anti-obscenity statute. Mykle himself made 
defense the work court and, after eighteen 
month hassle, and his book received acquittal. 

Let say, unequivically, that, opinion least, 
the verdict was just one. The Song the Red Ruby, 
unquestionably the “nth” degree realism but 
not obscene novel. There much concern with sex 
the work but the concern, presented the central 
character, Ash, believable precisely because the hero 
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going through certain stage his existence when 
illicit affairs are seized upon him means obtain 
happiness which, realizes later, can only found 
mature love. Indeed, his relationship with the girl 
eventually marries charmingly innocent and filled 
with the almost Petrarchan idealism the youth who 
knows true love for the first time. beautiful 
thing, made even more the often comic sordidness 
his early amorous vagaries. 


The plot the novel centered about Ash’s career 
the University which majoring our equivalent 
Business Administration. desperately unsure 
himself, intellectually, emotionally and spiritually; 
and, course, lonely only one can who 
far from those who love him and one who deeply 
needs love. takes with various 
mina, Molly, Constance, girl shipboard—and 
enjoys moments furtive pleasure with them, but 
something always missing. 


Lacking any spiritual cause adhere to, turns 
the student socialist movement for least some fulfill- 
ment his quest for meaning life. Here, too, 
disillusioned but for one thing, the presence Embla, 
young woman who everything ever wished 
girl, whom literally worships and whose accompany- 
ing him term dance event described the 
extravagant proportions, and charmingly believ- 
able. 


the novel ends, Ash has partly succeeded his 
quest for truth, for eternal answers eternal questions. 
has least found love, love, are told, which 
later develops into marriage. only such love 
which can answer this deep hunger the heart lad 
who once poet and awkward college freshman 
who cannot cope with the temptation and cruelty 
modern society. 


Mykle’s style singular one. his earlier novel, 
possesses strain lyricism which can and often 
does elevate vulgar passage respectable heights. 
sections where emotional reactions events things 
are needed, employs poetic touch which 
passed most authors today. first-rate master 
words and has gusto for life and beauty which often 
raises his writing levels attained Wolfe, Joyce and 
Maugham their best. 


addition his central character, creates minor 
figures who remain implanted the reader’s memory. 
There Robert, the pathetic evangelist who tries 
“revive” the skeptical hero; Fiffolo, Ash’s crude socialist 
friend; Doff, the blustery schoolmaster whose interest 
the arts makes him father-confidant Ash, These 
are real people, just the hero is, and have their for- 
mative influence this idealistic, often immoral, but 
always sincere young man. 


indeed this passionate sincerity the novel which, 
the final analysis, gives the final justification art 
and not obscenity. The Song the Red Ruby very 
good book with flashes greatness. not meant, 
however, for any but the most mature reader and may 
weil cause moral qualms even among those. 
recommended this select audience, however, and 
wish state, have before, that Agnar Mykle 
most talented young man who, assuming continual ma- 
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turity, may well turn out one the better writers 
the twentieth century. 


William Lynch, 
Saint Joseph’s College, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


Cheever, John 
Some People, Places, and Things That Will 
Not Appear Next Novel 
Harper. May 1,1961. 175p. $3.50. (IIa) 
This collection short stories has the longest title 
this any other year. The stories have all appeared 
ing his publisher, Cheever has been trying write 
novel and found the characters and images this 
book continually appearing before him. There was not 
enough make any these into novel, nor was 
possible for him concentrate the longer work 
long these were the way. His solution then was 
exorcise himself committing these minor figures 
series short stories. The result this present volume. 


most Cheever’s work, these stories seem slick 
and realistic the surface, but beneath there always 
great impacted mass meaning. the course 
seemingly trivial stories, the great questions manage 
get asked. average, jesting writer advertising 
copy cries out: “How can people who not mean 
understand death hope understand love, and who 
will sound the alarm?” casual shipboard meeting 
provokes the query: “Which one not suspended 
thread above carnal anarchy?” 


Symbols abound and they are the stuff everyday life 
with acres meaning behind them. The mad dream 
the terrible supermarket “The Death Justina” 
superb use allegory. The storm Assisi 
“Brimmer” most apt use literary shorthand. “The 
Lowboy” eerily moving account apparently 
harmless piece furniture. “The Duchess,” 
wonder all during the story what the secret the beau- 
tiful noble woman that prevents from marrying. 
Only the end discover that her fine brain 
that scares away all prospective suitors. 


“The Scarlet Moving Van” seems read like simple 
narration, only have the whole tale fine exemplum, 
preaching sermon the text “love thy neighbor.” 
“The Golden Age,” and lives dread that the towns- 
people will discover him. When his domestic comedy 
series brought over Italy, hailed hero. 
Wrysons,” poorly adjusted family put 
under the microscope and see why they are inter- 
ested zoning laws and keeping appearances 
the community. “Boy Rome” seems look 
young son brought Italy over-indulgent 
mother; the real focus the tale oblique one, 
staring the Italian declassed nobility and their 
former servants and dependents. The volume con- 
cludes with Miscellany.” Here have tiny, cameo- 
like sketches people, places and things world 
spread around like beautiful and stupendous 
dream.” 


Cheever expert the short story and there 
many fine moment this collection. 


None the 


work, however, seems really memorable. Most 
clever and cerebral. The people are much like bugs 
under microscope, often fascinating, but rarely involv- 
ing personally. 


Stephen Laut, 


Holman, Hugh (Editor) 
The Short Novels Thomas Wolfe 
Scribner’s. Apr. 323p. $4.50. 


The present position Thomas Wolfe American 
letters rather definite now, though how will 
rank future generations something else again. Cer- 
tainly his full length novels are impressive, but his 
worst, his naturally lyrical gifts become forced, his 
Whitmanesque romanticism farfetched and his sense 
compression, nonexistent. struggles embrace all 
reality within two covers and, too often, resents the 
very presence the binding. 


Happily, Hugh Holman’s edition The Short 
Novels Thomas Wolfe, see Wolfe forced ob- 
serve verbal economy and compression for the sake 
magazine publication, (four novels published Scrib- 
ner’s, the other the New Republic), and the results, 
with one exception, are amazingly good. 

The first selection, Portrait Bascom Hawke, the 
best. remarkable character study miserly, 
agnostic New England ex-minister, uncle the narrator 
the story. Bascom eccentric, probably slightly 
mad Bostonian who spends his post-ministerial days 
landlord low-rental homes, houses,” 
Shaw would say), and whose less fanatic youth had 
included moments love and happiness. see, 
flashback, the gradual unbalancing man who, bit 
bit, lost his grip life and reality become tragic- 
comic figure, symbolic the strange and grotesquely 
beautiful thing which, for the author, old age. 
magnificent portrait physical, emotional and spirit- 
ual sterility, and ends characteristically lyrical out- 
burst the narrator’s part the virtues grasping 
love and youth while they are yet available and very 
close one’s heart. 


The second short novel, The Web Earth, dra- 
matic monologue reminiscence rendered woman 
old age, whose character was suggested Wolfe’s 
own mother. evidently (and admittedly) based 
the final Molly Bloom soliloquy Ulysses and the 
author felt least Joyce’s equal. 
really believe although this terribly boastful thing 
say, that knew this old woman better than Joyce knew 
that woman the end Ulysses, and furthermore that 
old woman grander, richer, and more tremendous figure 
than his was. 
Maybe. But Joyce’s ingenious stream-of-consciousness 
technique lends more credibility the wayward wand- 
erings his wayward heroine, than does the often an- 
ecdotal straight narrative Eliza Gant’s efforts keep 
her drunken stonecutter husband off the bottle, and her 
befriending escaped town murderer whose pres- 
ence outside her house sensed supernaturally this 
remarkable woman. Eliza the last hardy lot and 
we, like Wolfe, doff our hats her and her ilk. 
Door, the third selection, best reveals the poetic 
gifts Wolfe who, one part, sings paeans joy 
the beauties Brooklyn, then the British Isles, 


tells disgraced English family with whom the 
American narrator lives during period foreign 
study. makes pathetic effort take the daughter 
back The States with him, but she refuses, preferring 
stay with her family face with dignity the stares 
their neighbors. This selection written diary 
form, and the entry “October, 1923,” which 
blends his father’s death with the imagery the dying 
year, beautiful beyond description, the final 
“April, 1928” entry which hope revived for the 
narrator and for all mankind affir- 
mation the regenerative powers love and belief 
culminating inevitable and eternal springtime. 


Have Thing Tell You, the New Republic novella, 
Chekhovian lament for the plight the refugee 
Jew Nazi Germany, which the narrator helplessly 
sees fellow passenger whisked off train Nazi offi- 
cials, and away from the freedom deserves. The 
social message undeniable and praiseworthy but the 
propaganda ring detracts from the characterization. 
The Party Jack’s more successful. this final 
selection, two elevator men burn death apart- 
ment house elevator, while group selfish, small- 
souled participants pseudo-sophisticated soiré the 
same building watch Only one member, 
Webber, realizes the petty existence the lot, and 
leaves them, apparently forever. effective bit 
mordant contrast, reminiscent O’Casey’s magnifi- 
cent scene Juno and the Paycock when, the midst 
liquid songfest Dublin tenement flat, the action 
interrupted the funeral procession young Irre- 
gular soldier whose death ironic contrast the 
carefree conduct within. 


These five novels, summary, show their author, for 
the most part, his best which, American Literature 
scholars very good indeed. Mr. Holman’s in- 
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troductions the stories and the book proper are 
perceptive and eminently just. book which 
very glad have read, which should give the average 
reader much pleasure, and which certainly manda- 
tory purchase for every serious student our country’s 
contemporary literature. 


William Lynch 


Place the Bazaar 
May 1961. 233p. $3.95. 


Waugh, Alec 

Farrar, Straus and Cudahy. 

The title this short-story collection comes from Alec 
Waugh’s feeling, linked with the storytellers the 
Orient whom has seen Marrakesh and Baghdad 
taking their place the bazaar, with their audience 
squatted around them their haunches. speaks 
the first person, bringing intimacy and sense 
reality each the tales tells. 

There are thirteen stories, divided into five sections: 
London, 1919-1926; World Tour, 1926-1927; England, 
1932-1939; The Second World War; and Travel Years, 
1946-1952. Each the sections has preface with 
autobiographical details. 

Reading Mr. Waugh’s book like listening pol- 
ished, cosmopolitan gentleman engaging you with his 
admirable technique, his observant eye, his astute 
knowledge human behavior. Though all the stories 
may not please every reader few stories are 
slighter than others, more sketches than stories there 
not one that carelessly constructed. 
writer who plans each sentence that the words, each 
the right place, move easily and rightly with artful 
effect. Here top-flight writing. Having idea how 
Mr. Waugh reads aloud his own work, can only sug- 
guest what for would extreme pleasure get 
Mr. Charles Laughton record some these stories. 
These words are meant heard, the old tradition 
great storytellers. Credit Mr. Waugh with first- 
rate performance. Readers who appreciate style will 
themselves disservice not looking into this mas- 


terpiece. 
Arthur MacGillivray, 
Boston College, 
Chestnut Hill, Massachusetts 
Dickens, Monica The Heart London 


Coward-McCann. Mar. 31,1961. 413p. $4.95. (IIb) 


This story Cottingham Park slum London, 
which destroyed the name progress. That 
was slum many obvious, that was home- 
sweet-home others, apparent. Told with intensity 
and emotional verve this queer conglomerate corner 
London comes light before our eyes. shown 
cosmopolis where all imaginable kinds people 
pursued all manner lives every possible way. Al- 
though there dated drabness this fascinating 
neighborhood which had struggled through the 
and had been rebuilt, home kind for motley 
people from every class and every nation. 


Like her great grandfather the Victorian novelist, 
Monica Dickens generous with her characters and 
lavish with their eccentricities. There are all kinds 
men, women, and children who are brought life with 
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the one motif “neighborhood” holding them together. 
The Park all its decaying glory torn down 
make room for the Transurban Expressway, super- 
highway. one the characters said, “Cottingham 
Park was die with the knife blade progress thrust 
through its heart.” 


But this background only excuse for meet 
some the most unusual men and women out 
fiction. There Zona the beatnik; Miss Peel, the ideal- 
istic schoolteacher; Arthur Sears, the obscene telephone 
caller and murderer; Martha Banning and her family; 
Geoffrey Savage teacher, known his pupils the 
“Wild and many others. 


Although there theme, (unless that the “old 
order changeth yielding place give meaning 
and depth the mural-like narrative, the characters 
are lively that many turbulent stories are woven to- 
gether. There racial hatred the slums, rape, 
murder colored man and prostitute, brawl and 
fight. There almost clinical account the 
beginnings alcoholic, there young love and 
cruelty and lust, and matchless description black- 
board jungle kind school that vivid that 
frightening. The Characters amid the dirt and poverty 
and stuffy shabiness, positively come alive, and see 
the prostitutes going her rounds with her little dog; 
see the gangs blacks and whites street rumble, 
see the hairdresser, the district nurse-midwife, the 
faded gentility. 


And, the demolition slowly progresses, the charac- 
ters, all affected one way another grow and 
change, and the old neighborhood disappears and “God 
fulfills himself many ways,” apprehending the 
murderer, punishing the malicious, rewarding the un- 
wed mother with child she can love. 


Though “the whole ruddy circus” seemed “bloody 
miserable,” the novel interesting its scope and its 
clutter, London’s Park must have been interesting. 


Clara Siggins, Ph.D., 
Boston College, 
Chestnut Hill, Massachusetts 


Campbell, Michael Across the Water 
Orion. Apr. 24,1961. 297p. $3.95. 
Michael Campbell’s latest novel set Dublin and 
the Dublin mountains. “Across the water” England, 
where quite few the characters, who people Mr. 
Campbell’s story want go. There are those who 
would not dream leaving Dublin course, and there 
are others who spend some time both sides the 
water. There are many people from all walks life 
this novel artists and art critics, society men and 
women, bartenders, servant girls and boys. There 
even priest and Polish Count. And the author does 
Not spare anybody. Everybody’s petty weaknesses and 
mean traits are skilfully portrayed. course there 
are the redeeming features too and the end the 
author manages have them the work redemp- 
tion very well. Thus everybody lives peace and har- 
While the author does introduce the lower classes into 
story, mainly concerned with the upper classes, 
both Protestant and Catholic. However, would 


venture guess that Mr. Campbell more familiar 
with the Protestants. His picture Irish Catholic 
priest does not seem very true one, except his 
dealings with the servant girls and the courting couples. 
Though some these dealings not exactly reflect 
the credit the priest, will have admit that there 
are priests like this Ireland. However, priest 
would resort underhanded methods purchase 
house for religious order. purchase such this 
would mainly the hands the Bishops and the 
order question and bishops and heads orders have 
always zealously guarded the good name Mother 
Church. 


found the author’s portrayal the servants his 
story pretty good. There are the rebellious ones and 
the docile ones and both are found the novel. 
There are those who hope find Utopia “across the 
water” and Mr. Campbell did not forget them. 
even find the too pious housekeeper. Lots servants 
Mr. Campbell’s world! 


This meant comic novel, but more the 
comedy life that depicted here. fact this re- 
viewer found all rather depressing. The society men 
and women with which Mr. Campbell mainly con- 
cerned are worldly creatures. Even his Catholics flirt 
outrageously with one anothers’ wives and husbands. 
They seem have goal life. The gossip, the 
jealousies, the aimless flitting all here. Everybody 
alive, but they seem have souls. 


will say that Mr. Campbell brilliant young 
writer, who will probably his mark the field 
writing. His style writing polished and de- 
picts his characters skilfully. His dialogue the 
main entertaining. expect that Across the Water 
will well received was Peter Perry, the author’s 
first novel. 

Mairin Elias, 

Garwood, New Jersey 


Carstens, Grace The Coin Pin 
Macmillan. 1961. 224p. $3.95. (I) 

This the type story that serialized the women’s 
magazines, with full page, full color illustration the 
heroine tense moment. fact, the fiction editor 
can lift few phrases from the publisher’s blurb 
caption: Stacy’s struggle find love, identity, and 
fulfillment woman and writer...” It’s that 
kind story. 


The narrator David Enright, adopted crippled 
child kindly old Gram Stuart. Kindly old Gram 
kindly, wise and patient just this side 
unbelievable. She has guided the family fortunes for 
nigh forty years, tactfully course, save old 
Gramp Stuart’s feelings, being bit too fond nip 
now and then. Son Hugh, also kindly, cheerful, 
free-spending soul whose bride, Serena, turns the Stuart 
household upside down. Serena, proud daughter 
rich, prosperous and well-to-do Yankee, penny- 
pinching Hugh open-handed, tactless and cold 
Gram gentle and loving, unperceptive (except 
financial dealings) David sensitive. 


The arrival daughter Stacy gives Serena puppet 
manipulate, mold into suitable granddaughter for 


“my father,” with appropriate thrifty tendencies. Stacy, 
wise beyond her years, manages keep her mother 
pacified while pursuing her own interests, mainly liter- 
ary. her mother’s horror, she marries struggling 
young architect Thatcher Hogarth preference ris- 
ing young stockbroker Craig van Derveer. 


series misfortunes—the Crash 1929, Stacy’s 
close brushes with death the result two unsuc- 
cessful pregnancies—bring Stacy her mother for fin- 
ancial help, which refused. Husband Thatcher’s 
pride hurt, the couple drift apart. Comes the war and 
Thatcher goes off defend the country, leaving Stacy 
take research job and start the writing career 
long urged kindly, wise David, who all these years 
has been harboring secret, hopeless love for her. 

coin pin treasured Serena turns out have played 
important, nay, vital, part the Hogarth family 
fortunes (or Thatcher and Stacy are 
happily reunited, with his career architect and hers 
writer secure (her first novel, strange coinci- 
dence, The Coin Pin). 

There are some lovely descriptive passages the book, 
and complete characterization. But have there ever 
been characters like this? Nevertheless, it’s all good 
and clean—though not much fun with Serena around. 
should big hit the magazines and perhaps 
might qualify the first hammock-type novel the 


season. 
Mary O’C. Moriarty, 
Falls Church, Virginia 


Spicehandler, Daniel Burnt Offering 
Macmillan. May 248p. $3.95. (IIb) 

War stories, whether they are about all-out engage- 
ments, limited attacks, confused guerrilla, Cuba-libra 
affairs, all have one thing common: they are ugly. 
Aside from the killing, the vulgarity, and the obsceni- 
ties, the amorality that frequently prevails among men 
and women engaged such struggles can only classi- 
fied man’s ugliest inhumanity man. War the 
prostitution reason the shibboleth that might 
right. 

Burnt Offering war story about Arabs and Israelis. 
ugly. The ugliness appears the language used 
describe the Arabs who always smell urine and 
fecal deposits; appears the descriptions Jewish 
and Arab women; references sex, the barracks 
badinage only too evident. matter fact, sexual 
relations this war story are looked upon the 
natural release for man after hard day the guer- 
rilla war fighting. 

far the plot concerned, involves the Arab- 
Israeli conflict narrowed down the blowing 
Catholic Church, Stella Montis, which has been occu- 
pied the Arabs. The Israelis must blow since 
obstructs their progress. For this job, Catholic, Trig 
Conant, expert explosives hired for the job. 
His conscience bothers him because Catholic 
Church that must destroy. great deal chatter 
goes between the characters involved. Gideon 
Levavi, born the soil and who had killed beyond 
necessity; Davey, Brooklyn Jew who must find him- 
self Dror but who dies instead impaled the mon- 
astery gate; Trig Conant who somehow considers his 


SELLERs 


destruction the Stella Montis Church act 
trition—all contribute exciting and fiery ending, 
which presumably the “burnt offering” the forest 
and themselves for the Israeli cause. 


There something missing this account the tragic, 
hatred-filled conflict between the Arabs and the Jews, 
The impression gained from this novel one suffer. 
ing, death, possession land, search for happiness 
earth, while the sense rising above the conflict 
struggling for great issues, seems lacking. Cer 
tainly, the Jews and the Arabs both should have their 
place the sun, but the emphasis seems 
terial place, patch green land, water. Perhaps the 
point has not been made strong enough throughout the 
novel that both sides are seeking peace and 
here earth, prosaic I’m sure, that they may reach 
their respective Gods, Jahweh and Allah, the 
after. 

Vincent Colimore, 

Loyola College, 

Baltimore, Maryland 


Seward, Florence Gold for the Caesars 
Prentice-Hall. May 342p. $5.00. (IIb) 
this romantic historical novel Miss Seward 
fascinating picture Rome and the empire Spain 
the first century A.D. The theme the novel 
implied its title: rapacious Domitian needed more 
and more gold pay off more and more barbarians for 
insurance against armed attack. The Roman Empire 
was far over-extended; simply did not have enough 
legionaries around. Against this background 
woven the romance and struggles Gaius Lacer, sold 
into bondage his birth his insolvent patrician 
father, and Penelope, ravishing Greek slave girl 
expectedly half forced Lacer bride. tries 
resist her, but her beauty and simple charm win 
had vowed himself that would never 
until had bought his freedom and could then choose 
untouched patrician maiden. 


The intrigue the plot revolves around the fact 


Lacer brilliant young architect and engineer sent 
into some old, supposedly worked out mines find 
new gold for Classicus, governor Spanish mining 
province. Classicus, crushed with debt resulting from 
his own extravagance, plans with barbarian chief, 
Malendi, wait until Lacer finds gold, rob and 
cuse Lacer stealing from the emporer, 
offense. With the help Rufus Liscus, noble Roman 
soldier charge the mining expedition and the 
thousands slave-prisoners alloted the gold search, 
Lacer outwits Classicus, defeats attack 
and his tribe and successfully gets the gold 
Lacer and Rufus Liscus discover that they are 
brothers; they slowly turn from mutual scorn 
love. 


After the death the bestial Domitian and the 
ous interregnum Nerva, Trajan, one the 
emperors, comes the throne. has rule the 
illegal acts which Lacer had achieved the success 
his mission; after careful study and the 
recommendation the Roman Senate, Trajan 
full pardon Lacer, gives him his freedom and the 
restoration his patrician rank, commissions him fot 


new 
the 
veals 

Empe 
Withi 
the 
belief, 
been 


Excep 
the 
native 
ciety 
limits 
does 
ance 
indulg 


Merce 
Putnan 
The 
their 
has 
marrie 
this 
couple 
Meliss: 
type. 


Once 

and 
father 
childre 
love 
very 
one 
gives 
who 
end 


and rel 
Nation: 
play 
There 
ures, 
ence, 


Luke 


Before 
and 
und 
even 
Melissa 
Aercer 


SELLERs 


forest 


tragic, 
Jews. 
suffer. 
iness 
ict 
haps the 
hout the 
appiness 
reach 
here 


e, 


Presents 
Spain 
novel 
more 
rians for 
Empire 
enough 
round 
cer, sold 
girl 
tries 
him; 
marty 
choose 


fact 
sent 

mining 


animous 
grants 
and the 


him 


May 15, 1961 


new imperial public works. Trajan publicly rectifies 
the legally null marriage Lacer and Penelope and re- 
veals her lost heiress. Rufus Liscus raised 
Emperor Trajan the rank general. Everybody 
happy; not enemy sight. 


Within the limitations romantic historical novel, 
the characterizations are good. the reader follows 
Coleridge’s plea and gives the willing suspension dis- 
the story most interesting. The history has 
been well-researched. 


Except for one unfortunately explicit passage early 
the story, seduction scene between Classicus and 
native girl, the book unobjectionable; the whole so- 
ciety is, course, pagan; but handled within the 
limits adult good taste, with the above exception. 
does reflect the cheapness human life and the abund- 
ance superstition which natural rich, self- 
indulgent pagan society. 

Lawrence Craddock, O.F.M., 

Quincy College, 

Quincy, Illinois 


Mercer, Charles Pilgrim Strangers 
Putnam. May 1961. 320p. $4.50. 

The three Burke children, whom Melissa fourteen 
the oldest, are taken from California the Congo 
their pilot father when their mother, from whom 
has been estranged, killed car accident with 
married boy-friend. Melissa, the precocious narrator 
this novel, says the deceased that they were 
couple mixed-up people who ran into bad luck.” 
Melissa’s mother was Hollywood star the tinnest 
type. Her father presented man integrity. 


Once the Congo, the children—Melissa, Michael 
and Julie—are left Protestant mission while their 
father flies his plane commercial runs, Soon the 
children, who had decided they were atheists, learn 
love Dr. Gale, the medic charge the mission, and 
very and sympathetic Miss Spear who, 
one’s surprise, ultimately marries Barney Burke and 
gives the children perfect stepmother. The children, 
who respect the sincere Christian effort the mission, 
end becoming Christians themselves—of vague 
sort. 


there travel, and child adventure, and good will, 
and religion. And then there’s the opportunistic 
marana, who returns the Congo from the United 
Nations win phony election and begin trying 
play the capitalists and into his hands. 
There Luke Worth, American-trained the mission, 
hero with dimly defined belief democ- 
and Christianity. Luke, after various noble fail- 
runs against Kumarana though knows the effort 
vain; during the first chaotic days independ- 
ence, when the mission being reluctantly evacuated, 
Luke killed natives gone amok. 


Before off this novel, let say that Mr. 

ercer’s craftsmanship accomplishes for the children 
and few the adults certain credibility. seems 
understand the adolescent child, much that 
some the wise and witty speeches assigned 

Melissa come off better than one might expect. Mr. 
has also assembled cast individuals with 


whom, the main, hard find fault. can see 
them now the screen—and barely possible that 
the author could, too, when wrote the book, The 
story could acted out engagingly and has 
about everything except strain one’s intellect. 
commendably tolerant: the plea for racial justice, the 
scene good fellowship the White Fathers’ lepro- 
sarium where native taken from the Protestant mis- 
sion, are matters one can find fault with. has all 
sorts watered down messages good will, dash 
African background, (Mr. Mercer traveled 
Congo for several months few years ago), superficial 
assembly natives with whom the reader spectator 
never really identified, those three children, the adult 
love interest, the melodrama the Congolese running 
riot after independence, the well-known facts about 
how unprepared the Belgians left them,—how, with all 
this, can Pilgrim Strangers possibly miss being success? 


The publisher claims this “tragicomedy,” big novel 
the picaresque tradition” “which vividly portrays 
life Africa and penetratingly reveals why turmoil, 
comedy and tragedy are rampant there today.” 
which the author, double column his own 
the book jacket, first praises his earlier novel, (Rachel 
Cade), hints that and Mark Twain are kindred 
spirits, and, comparing the present novel with the 
earlier one, believes more truthful and timely 
portrait life there.” then says that “There is, and 
always will be, much laughter Africa—despite the 
gloom cast some middle-aged novelists.” Well, 
without commenting the last half that sentence, 
may still point out that most the laughter this 
novel provided the Burke children, who story’s 
end are back the United States. Despite the preten- 
tious claims made for this novel, budget-minded librar- 
ians can spare themselves the $4.50. 


Charles Gros, 
Saint Paul, Minnesota 


Canaway, Find the Boy 
Viking. 183p. $3.75. 

The planes roared over Port Said and thundering death 
crumbled Sammy’s world around him. Orphaned 
the age ten violence did not understand, 
alone, frightened, the little boy remembered snatches 
his parents’ last conversation—an argument 
whether not should sent visit his Aunt 
Jane the South Durban. With this destination 
mind, carton chocolate his pocket, and 
bottle Coca-Cola grasped his hand, Sammy started 
south. What Sammy didn’t know was that Durban 
was five thousand miles away—the length the Afri- 
can Continent. 


Thus began the odyssey innocence this Huckle- 
berry Finn Africa. Tempted the right, harassed 
the left, traveling water, land and air, walked 
and rode five thousand miles through the African bush, 
swamp, and desert. met many men and women, 
some charitable, some selfish. traveled with pil- 
grims their way Mecca, hunted with big game 
poacher, flew with diamond smuggler—always travel- 
ing knew must with the sun his left the 
morning and his right the evening. experi- 
enced sickness, frustration, and confusion the “odd 


ways” adults. But above all learned; especially 
learned judge men—whom could trust, whom 
could not trust. 


The romantic theme implied these adventures 
well balanced realistic description the people 
and places. The author tactfully avoids poetic descrip- 
tions making the combination romance and realism 
acceptable the reader. The straightforward simple 
exposition enhances the childlike view the African 
panorama. 


Since the reader can foresee the outcome the story 
with certain degree probability, the author intro- 
duces clever complication. allows the reader 
meet Aunt Jane early the story. And she’s com- 
plication; she doesn’t like children, Sammy particu- 
lar. This plus the fact that the little Ulysses has formed 
mental image her the object all his love and 
affection creates suspense the mind the reader 
the outcome their meeting. However, the au- 
thor’s cleverness his own undoing. solve his com- 
plication ends his charming story weak note. 
Aunt Jane has convenient change heart within the 
last three pages and meets her nephew with open arms. 
The motives for her sudden change are not convincing. 
It’s weakness plot due inconsistent characteriza- 
tion. Verisimilitude destroyed the crucial de- 
nouement. 


There gruesome extended description the partial 
destruction man’s face. few cases profanity 
used—rather mild; and there are couple instances 
vulgarity. there immorality. The 
book would probably best appreciated adolescents 
and unsophisticated readers. 

Mel Doyle, O.F.M., 

Quincy College, 

Quincy, 


Divine, David Thunder the Chesapeake 
Macmillan. May 399p. $4.95. (IIb) 


this year when our country reliving the dark days 
the Civil War, novels and non-fiction works that 
period are abundant. David Divine, British author and 
correspondent, has chosen for his ninth book the story 
the historic duel between the Monitor and the Mer- 
rimac the Hampton Roads, Virginia. Actually, 
though, much the story divided allegiance 
and love novel the most run-of-the-mill type. 


The author makes use symbolic triad. the 
opening the novel witness battle between two 
bucks, the breaking antler one, and the subse- 
quent mating the victor with waiting doe, all 
which anticipates the coming battle between the Moni- 
tor and the Merrimac—the doe symbolizing Virginia. 


The scene set mainly Portsmouth, where the Mer- 
rimac being readied break the Northern blockade. 
Vitally interested the ship Linden Cleave, beauti- 
ful, tom-boyish, pro-South daughter Ash Cleave, 
owner Portsmouth lumber yard. Cleave attempts 
remain strictly neutral during the war; but oper- 
ates underground railroad for escaping slaves. 
Stephen Knott and Revell Jordan rival each other for 
Linden’s affection—again the deer the clearing—but 


rather far-fetched coincidence would have it, 
Stephen assigned naval aide Ericsson, designer 
the Monitor; and Rev, under Linden’s prodding, 
tains berth aboard the Merrimac. 


The description the battle well done. The 
mac has its day when destroys two Northern 
and damages others, but the arrival the Monitor the 
next day neutralizes its effectiveness. The two ships 
duel for four hours, doing little damage each other, 
Although both sides claim victory, the battle 
draw. 


After the battle Linden offers her virginity Rev, but 
she revolted his brutality. spite this, when 
the cowardly Rev seriously wounded and wanted for 
trial for killing Yankee soldiers after the cease-fire, 
Linden hides him and later intercedes for him with the 
President. her return from Washington, Stephen 
finds her, and she agrees marry him, having first— 
way atonement, suppose—bestowed the favors 
her bed upon him. 


excellent, but hardly worth the wading through the 
trials Linden and her lovers. 


Brother Cosmas, 


Leonardtown, Maryland 


Baron, Stanley The Kindness Strangers 
Little, Brown. May 184p. $3.75. (III) 


The scene Cannes; the strangers are two: Millie 
Grace, American expatriate, and Poujovkine, 
ist Russian pianist. Although they not meet until 
this novel more than half done, the story their day 


be J 

Millie one who had achieved financial security the 
surviving mistress wealthy man. Her day, which 
she conceives routinely happy, spent attention 
minor details and half-conscious quest for youth or, 
any rate, friendship. One she seeks trying 
establish the sense “relative” young, 


unmet, male distant cousin. The other arranging 
for casual affaire with young Italian hotel waiter. 
Poujovkine’s day spent recognition that his 
concert pianist through and that his estranged 
communist daughter will never accept him. 
chance meeting cafe, Millie accepts his 
tation the concert that night. Poujovkine, whose 
principal function the concert accompany 
singer, opens the program with what knows will 

final performance for him Chopin Fantaisie. The 
effort costs him heart attack. Millie disappointed 
the cousin and his companions, her instinctive 
ness and need for human relationship, recognizes that 

she will have extend kindness 

stranger. (However, “realist” she goes keep het 
assignation with the waiter.) 


Exquisitely worked style, the little elegance this 
cannot rescue from triviality and fundamental 
morality. will harm, foreseeably, but 
not much point reading it, For adults only. 


Maguire 
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McGivern, William The Road the Snail 


Graham Greene refused dignify some his stories 
“novels.” terms them, “entertainments.” And 
such the scope The Road the Snail: light, pleas- 
ant, humorous, deft craftmanship. Somehow crash- 
ing, musical-comedy finale expected close the final 
pages. Everyone happy and gay, villains are pouting, 
difficulties are answered and the chorus dances off 
the hopes better world. 


Spain, near Gibraltar, town called Mirimar, the 
setting. Dennis Campbell modern protagonist: 40, 
British, idealistic. John Martin, observant Ameri- 
can, tells the story. begins when Campbell steps off 
bus into this little fishing village with plans rent 
place for three Chip Addleboy, the moneyed 
town drunk, who dabbles Real Estate, leases his prize 
the unsuspecting Englishman. Naturally during the 
course the traditional sales pitch one salient property 
liability underplayed. The property called Calle 
Caracol, (The Snail); and there road leading it. 
The 500-yard walk gets longer every day. But 
Chip has answer: the Marquesa Palma will build 
road. Indeed, learn later, both she and her family 
have promised that road for many years. The empty 
promise rankles our man Campbell until has con- 
front the lady her estate. They it, she scorns 
him and reviles her. Leaving behind the attractive 
Marquesa, with British blood cooking, Campbell de- 
cides build the road himself. This latter day Colonial 
hacks away against strong odds: local feudal customs, 
ridicule, the earth’s unyielding back, finally from the 
Marquesa: persecution and jail. But pluck wins out. 
The Yanks are coming. Rescue arrives through the 
genius enterprising American magazine writer. 
Why not bring the bull-dozers? The combination 
brain and brawn will throw down road the 
“Snail” and the readers “America the Beautiful” 
will stand and chant cheers for the little Britisher, the 
ignorant Spaniards, for the generosity the 
all looks too easy, and is. Senator Axelson comes 
snooping with the taxpayers’ scent his nostrils. The 
curtain finale will answer all love and prayer con- 
around the statue St. Eulalia and her fluttering 

Eugene Linehan, 

Woodstock College, 

Woodstock, Maryland 


Troyat, Henri 

The Brotherhood the Red Poppy 
Simon and Schuster. May $4.50. (IIb) 
The Brotherhood the Red Poppy the first novel 
proposed series bearing the title The Light the Just. 
Published originally France during 1959, the novel 
its background Paris “at the end Napoleon’s 
fantastic career” and the “snowbound fastness Czar 
Alexander I’s Russia.” 


The hero the youthful and handsome Nikolai 
off, lieutenant the famous Lithuanian Guards. 
much the same manner the Czar captures the 
French elite with his glorious magnificence, his young 
officer conquers two charming women Paris: Baroness 
Charlaz, (the beautiful Delphine, with whom 


has torrid affair under the nose husband who 
seems thrilled that his wife can lure such accom- 
plished young man); and Mme. Champlitte, 
(Sophie Lambrefoux, widow who more difficult 
win and whom marries against his father’s wishes 
and takes Russia live, against her parents’ 


Much the first two parts the work concerned 
with the magnificence Paris during the “reign” 
Louis XVIII, and the bitter struggle between the royal- 
ists and the republicans,—the latter, The Brotherhood 
the Red Poppy, with which Sophie had become iden- 
tified following the death her brilliant first husband. 
One can feel the unrest that pervaded the whole at- 
mosphere; neither the conquest Napoleon nor the 
return Louis was cheered the whole populace, 
nor was either wholly acceptable any class. Paris 
shown the graceful and charming city that she 
was the surface, but beneath, she seething cald- 
ron hatred and jealousies. 


Troyat paints vivid picture this Paris with the 
usual bold brush the historical romancer. His back- 
ground gorgeous mural: the individuals portrayed 
therein are fitting the occasion. However, they 
not hold well under closer scrutiny: they lack depth; 
they not convince. 


When, Part Three, the scene shifts Russia, the 
atmosphere changes. One feels the drabness, the cold- 
ness this world, Troyat again proves his mastery 
muralist; however, his characters emerge indi- 
viduals this time. Mikhail Borissovitch, Nikolai’s father, 
and his old tutor, Lesur, are people one remembers; 
are unpleasant, but they are portraitures from real 


There much promise the final section The 
Brotherhood the Red Poppy what will come 
the remaining volumes this proposed series novels. 
Here the conflict less subtle, though less bitter, 
conflict between individuals different ideais, individ- 
uals whose hatreds are not veiled. open warfare. 


not great novel, this least exciting and well 
written one. Elizabeth Abbott translated from the or- 


iginal French. 
Oscar Bouise, Litt.D., 
Xavier University, 
New Orleans, Louisiana 


Brief Comment 


Nathan, Robert The Wilderness-Stone 
Knopf. Apr. 21,1961. 205p. $3.50. 

Old necromancer Nathan casts his spell again, this time 
San Francisco where elderly retired bachelor takes 
friendly interest widow and her daughter who 
live the apartment across the hall. She fascinated 
his reminiscences, especially young poet friend 
named Bee for Benjamin, who died climbing the Mat- 
terhorn June, 1936. Miranda the lady’s name; her 
daughter elfin child named Abbie, serious little 
elf, too. The clue is, perhaps, the name Miranda. 
She disappears one evening during mountain picnic 
with bachelor Edward’s stodgy nephew Claude, re- 
luctant suitor Miranda. But that time, one sus- 
pects that something passing strange has happened and 


tephen 


that there has been sea-change Miranda. the 
course this artful tale for fireside, Mr. Nathan re- 
calls many his friends his New York days, weaves 
spell Florentine garden, and delights with his 
delicacy writing. 


Mitford, Nancy Don’t Tell Alfred 
Harper. Apr. 3,1961. 247p. $3.95. (IIb) 

Lady Fanny Wincham dismayed when told that her 
husband, Sir Alfred, has been named successor the 
popular ambassador Paris, Sir Louis Leone, and cha- 
grined and angry when she finds that Lady Leone has 
slipped back into the Embassy Paris and holding 
court there illegally. But Fanny copes, she copes 
with one son who has abandoned promising career 
professor wander eastward search Zen, and 
another who Teddy boy who uses his gift for lan- 
guages cicerone for Grandad’s Tours, and yet two 
more, one her own and the other adopted, who run 
away from Eton and finally turn the Embassy 
with rock-and-roll singer tow. all hare-brained 
and zany the best tradition, everything untoward 
being met with aplomb and verve, well unfailing 
politesse. ladies’ book, has enough spice keep 
from being suitable for general reading. 


Catto, Max Mister Moses 
Morrow. Apr. 12,1961. 218p. $3.50. (IV) 


primitive Congolese tribe, with just enough civiliza- 
tion make them “soft”, Anglican missionary, 
whose piety unmatched common sense, his spinster 
housekeeper and assistant, frightened government 
cial, the beatnick, horn-playing grandson witch 
doctor and Mister Moses, medicine man complete 
with mules and wagon, straight out the American 
middle west, are the unlikely characters Max Catto’s 
latest farce. huge dam about flood the ancestral 
valley the tribe, and Mister Moses becomes the re- 
luctant leader 40-day trek through the jungle into 
new promised land. 


One assumes that Mr. Catto trying funny, that 
his little allegory intended pun the Biblical 
account. Actually, his farce could taken that seri- 
ity, Missionaries, African tribes, Aid Programs 
Underdeveloped Countries, not clever, cer- 
tainly not authentic, not convincing and not inoffensive. 


Genevieve Casey, 
Detroit Public Library, 
Detroit, Michigan 


Wiesel, Elie Dawn 
Hill and Wang. Apr. 26,1961. 90p. $3.00. 


There much talk nowadays about the changed role 
the Jews the modern world. After centuries 
passive suffering they are now returning evil for evil. 
This book dramatization this new attitude. Its 
plot goes back the time when the Jews were warring 
with the British over the status Palestine. The 
British had captured Jewish Terrorist and were going 
execute him. The Terrorists had captured British 
officer and were going execute him. young Jew 


Best SELLERs 


assigned this grim task. The mind the young Jew 
laid bare; his feelings while interned concentra 
tion camp, his desperation when freed, his feeling 
despair when trying resume normal life and the 
rebirth purposeful living when enrolled the 
Jewish National cause. (All this symbolic the 
New Israel.) 


The book does not hold you. You are interested 
how the action ends but glance the last page solves 
that. One obstacle maintaining interest that there 
are too many loose ends, throw-backs, explanations, 
Probably, too, the effort symbolism hampers the 


author. 
James Ball, 
Buffalo, New York 


Breen, Charles 
Love and the Twentieth Volunters 
Doubleday. Apr. 259p. $3.95. (Ila) 


Another groan from Outer “Six commuters 
trade their grey flannel suits for those volunteer 
firemen” provide backbone for this tenuous tale 
life the terminals the commuter lines, will not 
add much your knowledge these remote 
Realizing this, doubt, the author tries emphasiz 
humor which frequently deteriorates into silliness. Mr. 
Breen has written several plays. This shows the 
abundance conversation the book. Often the 
versation seems end itself. slows upa 
story which itself very slow moving. 


James Ball, S.J. 


Deal, Babs It’s Always Three O’clock 
McKay. Apr. 334p. $4.50. 


This good novel that takes from sleepy Ala 
bama town, Bellafonte, the “roaring 
Cape Canaveral today. The author follows the 
lives the Bellafonte townsfolk they face the 
pression, the War and the New Frontier. might 
expected, the novel too short cover these signi 
ficant periods with great depth and the characters are 
rather sketchy. But interesting reading and one 
gets sort nice bird’s-eye view. The heroine, (there 
who maintains great “love life” spirit from child 
hood grandmotherhood. Through her see the 
struggles, the failures, the suicides and other deaths 
the Bellafonte group sensible, not particular 
ligious, atmosphere and perspective. The book not 
soul-searching, but good reading. 


Adele Nash, 
Buffalo, New York 


Stenius, The Bells Rome 
Kenedy. 358p. $4.95. (I) 


Stenius Finnish writer with background 
both journalism and diplomacy who, shortly after his 
conversion Catholicism, was sent Rome his 
government where became acquainted with the 
people and places that fed his imagination with 
terials for this novel. one-character novel about 


May 


Fin 
his 
turns 
woun 
his 
Vatic 
tion 


from 


other 
dition 
with 
seems 
others 


Jean, 
St. 
Yet 
story 
“Hitle 

aris 
graphi 
Beatri 
design 
the 
own 
first 
rather 
ties. 
find 


Rorip 
Where 
other 

Ameri 
ways 
gives 
sol 
seems 
drir 
thread 
squalo 


SELLERS 


oung Jew 
feeling 
the 
the 
lic the 


solves 
hat there 
lanations, 
the 


volunteer 
tale 
will not 
ness. Mr. 
the 
con 


llows the 
the 
might 
ese 
are 
and one 
(there 
see the 
deaths 
icular 
not 


Rome 


after his 
his 
with the 
with 


about 


May 15, 1961 


Finn, Thomas Cinnelius, who goes Rome pursue 
research studies Christian Art and flabbergasted 
his discovery there the Catholic belief the real 
presence the Holy Eucharist. converted, re- 
turns Finland enlist the Russo-Finnish war, 
wounded, returns Rome and enters seminary. After 
his ordination, directed research work the 
Vatican, but finds his interests now turning turned 
from art parish work and particularly the celebra- 
tion the eucharistic mysteries. The scene shifts often 
from cathedral shrine remote community and 
other cathedrals and shrines, each having different tra- 
ditions eucharistic worship. And the story ends 
with the death Msgr. Cinnelius after spiritual re- 
juvenation remote pilgrimage town, The novel 
seems directed chiefly Catholic readers, although 
others may find rewarding and informative. 


Joseph Wolff, 
Loyola University, 
Chicago, 


Jean, Violette The Sea Urchin 
St. Martin’s. Feb. 28,1961. 282p. $3.95. 


Yet another youthful novelist looks youth and finds 
immoral, amoral, frustrated, degenerate. This 
story Beatrice and Daniel during the early years 
“Hitler’s War,” telling the sensitive girl’s flight from 
Paris with her father’s mistress, her marriage Daniel 
Normandy, and the birth their daughter gives 
graphic picture the invasion and the occupation 
France the German armies. After the liberation, 
Beatrice’s mother arranges for Daniel take post 
designer the men’s fashion house 
obviously homosexual. Beatrice develops cancer and 
the physician who treats her falls love with her; 
Daniel takes mistress and even establishes her his 
own home. Beatrice dies, and that’s the end. The 
first half the book interesting; but the second 
sad indeed. would not incite one sensuality, 
rather creates reader’s bitterness toward 
ties. Yet dangerous book and some readers might 
find its skillful presentation excuse for their own 


shortcomings. 
Leon Baisier, 
New Orleans, Louisiana 


Roripaugh, Robert Fever for Living 
Morrow. Feb. 27, 1961. 367p. $4.50. (IV) 

Where Sayonara, Majority One and dozens 
other postwar books about Japan, and Japanese and 
Americans, evoked the scenic beauty and the gracious 
ways the country and its people, Fever for Living 
gives contrary picture, particularly the attitudes 
soldiers stationed inland Camp Ogawa. The 
view bleakly pessimistic throughout, one 
seems have any sense national ideals upheld 
purposes achieved. Escape sought either 
drink with available local Japanese women. One 
thread decency serves emphasize the moral 
squalor, the love affair Paul Travis, graduate an- 
thropologist, and Yoko, girl good family serving 
secretary the personnel office the Camp, both 
equally repelled the debased self-indulgence around 


them. Their idyllic romance smashed unu- 
sually vicious officer, The concentration, however, 
all that base and mean and sordid the lives 
young men liviny perforce away from home dis- 
torted view the average American serviceman and 
makes him out not only misfit, but sadist and 
barbarian. The novelist’s vision seems lamentably 
limited and his use foul language exposes the novice 


Joan Thellusson Nourse, Ph.D., 
Seton Hall University 
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book Recommended 

Isaac Inside the Atom; rev. ed. 
John Bradford. Abelard. Mar. 1961. 197p. 
was not possible for this reader compare the latest 
edition this excellent work with that 1958. Com- 
parison with the 1956 edition showed that general 
coverage and arrangement are identical. both 
get discussions the make-up and properties the 
atom (proton, electron, neutron, positron, neutrino); 
nuclear reaction, both fission and fusion; the and 
H-bombs; atom smashing; peacetime uses 
atomic energy. Changes observed the new edition 
consist chiefly of: (1) new Introduction calling atten- 
tion the importance science everyday life, re- 
gardless Russia’s achievements; (2) correction 
some earlier statements, including least one typo- 
graphical error; (3) up-dating some statements 
accomodate recent developments; (4) amplifying 
certain other phases. Typical corrections are: 
stable elements with stable isotope become 22; 
such elements with one stable isotope become 20; the 
number known stable isotopes declines from 275 
266. “Only one atom uranium-235 out every 
fourteen” changes “out thirty-five.’ The half- 
life polonium-207, formerly assessed 200 years, 
now 100 years; einsteinium-254, now ten months in- 
stead half month; fermium-253, now one-half 
week instead three hours. Recent developments en- 
able the author bring date information the 
number known elements, (102 instead 101); and 
the transuranium elements, (ten instead nine); 
the countries with nuclear reactors; atom smashing; 
atomic-powered submarines and, 
particularly interesting, the testing atomic wastes 
for possible further use. material concerned 
with nuclear isomers, the neutrino, the positronium, 
measurement radiation, international suspension 
nuclear testing; Columbia University’s unsuccessful at- 
tempt build the first reactor; the “Italian 
anecdote about Fermi, and the mixture atomic nuclei 
and electrons known plasma. Throughout, one finds 
the same easy, friendly approach all the Asimov 
books, the same kind consideration for the flagging 
memory, and the same attention the significance his 
information has for the reader. Changes from the 1956 
edition fully justify its retirement from the shelves and 
replacement with the new revision. 


Margot Dangerous Spring 
Translated from the German James Kirkup. 
Apr. 29, 1961. 252p. $3.25. 

unusually mature junior novel, the author draws 
upon her wartime diary and that her husband for 
picture three weeks immediately before and after the 
American occupation her homeland. She has put 
into fictional framework the factual data about bomb- 
ings, food and medical shortages, strains and bickerings 
among crowded refugees, brutal arrogance the Storm 
Troopers, calling 13-14-year-old boys dig 
trenches, senseless command the military small, 
undefendable towns resist the invaders; and,—what 
Western readers may new fact,—the problems 
caused the presence prisoners war before the 
occupation and their vengeful, terroristic conduct after 
the Americans arrived. The picture the American 
soldier, private and brass, could not called flattering 
but very likely kind comparison with the image 
really presented conquered people. artfully 
spaced intervals the early part the book the name 
nearby Buchenwald dropped; these random men- 
tionings slowly gather volume until they take form 
powerful confession individual and collective Ger- 
man guilt for the murdered Jews. And yet all but 
few the ghastly details the extermination camp 
are prudently withheld from the narrative. 


The story centers around Karin Lorenz, 16-year-old 
daughter non-Nazi doctor. love with 28-year-old 
Pastor Lobelius whose army service has left him blind 
one eye and lame, Karin persuades her mother and 
young brother take refuge the former’s parsonage, 
located little Thuringian town which half arma- 
ments center, half medieval town which has not yet 
been bombed. There she sees for herself what the life 
pastor’s wife must be, realizes she not mature 
enough and that the pastor’s secretary would make 
more capable and dedicated wife for him. When the 
Americans take the town, she renders service trans- 
lating for them. the end the three weeks she 
returns her home, certain that she will eventually 
study medicine. Skillfully introduced the latter sec- 
tion the book ominous note future Russian 
behavior, and are given the hint that the Lorenzes 
probably had leave their home second time and 
flee the West, rather than once more submit 
totalitarian rule. This very honest book, impressive 
its sincerity and moving its picture the suffering 
caused the little people the greedy and power-mad. 
Young people reading will understand present-day 
West Germany better. 


Fairservis, Walter India 
Illustrated Richard Powers. World. Apr. 28, 1961. 
127p. $3.50. (Major Cultures the World Series) 

reduce 6000-year history, complex people 400 
million souls, bewildering pantheon self-contradic- 
tory gods, and sprawling topography with correspond- 
ingly different conditions and customs, mere 117 
pages major feat itself. The author has done 
workmanlike job. anthropologist-archeologist, ac- 
cording the book jacket, devotes separate chapters 
the Indian villages, religions, the Buddha, and the 
successive waves peoples who entered India, the 
Moslem conquest and the Moghul rule, the British oc- 


needed crop. “There was doubt that Lal had 
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cupation and the great leaders who broke Britain’s hold 
and achieved independence once more. Throughout, 
the author’s tone understanding, warm and even ad- 
miring. finds positive values the caste system, 
and although acknowledging that British rule included 
many abuses nevertheless finds was good for the na- 
tion and respected the natives. Occasionally one 
comes upon apparently contradictory statement, e.g, 
rice have been first cultivated South China 
Thailand Burma,” (p. 73) and (p. 91) “chickens, 
rice, sugar cane, and cotton originated ancient India 
good things use.” other occasions relationships 
may confusing, the mention Tamerlane’s 
talities the middle discussion Moslem 
sions, without identifying the Mongol leader coming 
from another source and another time. More prob 
able trouble spots for Catholic schools are found the 
sections Hindu religion where Socrates, Jesus and 
the Buddha are called “great, great men history,” 
because they were willing give their lives proof 
their beliefs; and where direct parallel drawn 
twen Christ’s fast and the Buddha’s 49-day 
fast, even the satanic temptation. More teasing 
the anecdote about village Brahman priest who solved 
villager’s bad luck when two the latter’s plows 
broke, leaving him without implements for planting his 


offended some powerful force.” But which force 
are left conjecture when the priest sets everything 
right calming dissentions the farmer’s household. 
There the usual chronological chart world events, 
tying Indian history with that the rest the world; 
“Books for Further Reading” which all are sedate, 
adult titles except three Kipling’s works; and fairly 


complete index. 

Griffith, Jeannette Dearest Kate 
Lippincott. Apr. 24,1961. 178p. $3.50. 


Subtitled Catholic girl meets the problems man- 

ners and morals,” this written team, both 

whom are mothers, professional writers and columnists. 
uses the traditional letter-cum-diary form 
framework and covers the boy-girl experiences 
Catholic girl her freshmen year state university. 
These include dormitory discussions morals (kissing 
vs. petting, cheating, mixed marriage), quick 
drawal from “blanket picnic,” taking too seriously the 
attentions fascinating but fickle youth, starting all 
over again with young instructor only turned 
down when learns they different churches, and 
finally discovering that her true love the once 
mantic, taken-for-granted boy next door. The 
ing story has enough different characters and action 
keep the moralizing balance, though its conclusion 
both contrived and forced. for the advice pre 
sented, this reader seemed not only cogent and 
needed but persuasively couched. However, librarian 
ultra-conservative Catholic school for girls, herself 
mother, finds too outspoken for freshmen into 
whose hands may fall and sure objected 

the religious faculty. Both agreed that the solution 

Kate arrives for her problem, i.e. withdrawal from 

the state institution and matriculation 

girls’ college, (even though the journalism major she 

wants not possible the latter school), may ideal 
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but certainly would overcrowd such schools all the 
percent our Catholic college students now en- 
rolled secular institutions were follow Kate’s ex- 
ample. spite which, the book will probably 
welcome material for most Catholic high school collec- 
tions. 


Henry Man Alive Outer Space 
Macmillan. Apr. 147p., photogs. $3.00. 

simple, informative and photo-filled account *con- 
cerned chiefly with space pioneer testing 
human reactions space conditions, and their con- 
tinuous work overcome more and more the stresses 
astronaut can expect experience. The author 
ably reviews the challenge faced these men keep- 
ing astronaut alive and capable doing his job 
circles the earth and bringing him back earth un- 
harmed. lists the qualifications for and procedure 
selecting the spacemen, names the seven finally se- 
lected, gives brief biographical sketch each, and 
then proceeds step-by-step description their train- 
ing. detailed accounts the devices used for tests, 
and reactions them, official photographs from the 
Air Force and NASA, and simple comparisons, the 
reader made aware of: the effects oxygen starva- 
tion, the crushing force acceleration and deceleration, 
the sensation weightlessness outer space, the food 
and eating problems which may met, the mental 
hazards for the man completely cut off from earth, the 
effects extreme heat, noise, complete silence, violent 
motion, the possibility collision with meteorites, the 
danger radiation, particularly cosmic rays, and the 
precautions taken see that the astronaut protected 
reenters the atmosphere, lands ocean and 
safely picked up. The book fine tribute the 
dedicated work these doctor-scientists. Russia 
never mentioned, nor the fact that present American 
plans only far rocketing man into space for 
few minutes, the orbiting effort come much later. 
Good material for junior high, this provides quick 
and satisfactory review our astronautical training pro- 
gram date, which boys will seize eagerly. 


Frances Dowling, 
Dunmore Senior High School, 
Dunmore, Pennsylvania 


Robin 

She Lived for Science: Joliot-Curie 
Messner. Apr. 192p. $2.95. 
appropriate that Marie Curie’s daughter, herself 
scientist hte first rank, should long last have 
published biography. many American girls, they 
have heard her all, the immediate association 
with Communism, rather than with her outstanding 
achievements radioactivity and atomic reaction. They 
will learn here that she and her husband were the first 
produce artificial radioactivity, split the uranium 
atom, prove experimentally that neutron chain can 
set off, and plan and obtain patents for atomic 
Her husband and his fellow-workers built 


France’s first atomic reactor after World War had 
ended. The author has apparently been indefatigable 
collecting her data from first-hand sources: inter- 
views with the Joliot-Curie children, friends, life-long 


associates and others who were contact with the 
couple for briefer periods,—Resistance workers, Amer- 
icans who arranged Iréne Joliot-Curie’s third trip the 
United States, and the like. Some data are taken from 
Eve Curie’s life her mother. The result convinc- 
ing picture woman dedicated and saturated with 
science, friendly and warm her family contacts, great 
enough scholar disregard the pinpricks animosity 
and erroneous criticism, (as the case Lise Meitner), 
caring nothing for public attention, and willing subor- 
dinate her scientific work when pace forward could 
taken for womankind France. The statement 
flatly made that she never joined the Communist Party, 
though her husband was sincere doing the end 
the war, the belief that the Party genuinely held 
hope for the French masses. The personal and political 
phases the book will give trouble the girl with- 
out science background, but the discussion isotopes, 
positrons, cloud chambers and rays may stop her mid- 
way, unless she decides skip over those pages, The 
science data have been checked William Yar- 
borough, and this reader only one state- 
ment -was evident: “Gamma rays were form 
radiation and were fact identical with rays.” (p.45) 


Means, Florence Crannell But Sara 
Houghton. Apr. 20, 1961. $3.00. 


Heretofore social non-entity, Sara Christy, 17, literally 
makes her hero “tumble” her just hours before leav- 
ing for her new home Mexico. she works endless 
puzzles, figuring that she must eventually win one 
the large cash prizes which will finance her way through 
college away from home. Only when she wins per- 
manent wave machine, instead the anticipated thou- 
sands, does she snap out her fatuity. the time 
Rock, with his yen for travel and exotic places, ma- 
triculates the engineering school the University 
Mexico, Sara realizes her romantic notions have been 
premature. Mrs. Means thoroughly familiar with the 
Mexican setting and people and handles relations be- 
tween Americans and Mexicans skillfully. fact, 
the servant girl Felisa’s unselfish love for Paco that 
opens Sara’s eyes the shallowness her infatuation 
for Rock. The characters, however, seem overact, 
creating the impression much ado about nothing. 
Young and middle teen girls will undoubtedly enjoy the 


story. 
Sister Agnese, S.C.C., 
St. Ann’s Academy, 
Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania 


Adrian The New Look Banking 
McKay. May 210p. $3.50. 


For the young woman interested business finance 
career, here informative guide, and excel- 
lent one. The author tells that six out every ten 
employes banking are women, and one out every 
ten Since banks have taken “the new 
look” methods ard facilities, (complete automa- 
tion and trailer service), their policy toward women has 
also changed. illustrate, describes such outstand- 
ing feminine bankers Mrs. Mary Roebling, President 
the Trenton, (N. J.) Trust Company; Maureen 
Jacobs, President the National Bank Commerce, 


Dallas; Mrs. Elizabeth Rudel Smith, appointed Treas- 
urer the United States last December; and others 
less rank who certainly add glamor the occupation. 
While admitting that salary scales may not high 
industry, points out the compensations which 
lie increased job security, extra benefits, superior 
working conditions and in-service programs found 
many banks. The varied activities that take place 
bank are described, well those related fields 
such investment, brokerage firms, credit unions, con- 
sumer finance, and government agencies. Qualifications 
needed are indicated, disadvantages well advant- 
eges, and courses followed the girl who ter- 
minates her schooling with high school and her sister 
who goes college. (The latter advised take 
liberal arts course rather than narrowly limited 
major business). Only two training institutes seem 
mentioned, both advised for the worker with some 
banking experience. But list books and pamphlets 
appended, some which deal with the career aspect, 
others with the nature and activities the occupation. 
Anecdotal and easy read, this highly 
for the career shelf any high school. 


Beatrice Dawson, 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Pauli, Hertha The Two Trumpeters Vienna 
Illustrated Emil Weiss. Doubleday. Apr. 1961. 184p. 
$1.95. (Clarion Books) 

From July September 12, 1683, Vienna was be- 
sieged for second time the Turks. There were 
violent attacks upon city walls, extensive mining opera- 
tions, and chaos and turmoil throughout. Relief came 
from the united efforts German and Polish army 
under Charles Lorraine and John Sobieksi, who ar- 
rived just time save the city. These are the his- 
torical facts Hertha Pauli, native Vienna herself, 
has woven into this tale. The trumpeters 
were Franz, almost 15, and 14-year-old Casper, trum- 
peters the Heilingenkreuz Abbey the Vienna 
Woods. Just few days before, the occasion the 
anniversary the old Abbey, with Caspar’s cousin 
Barbara and the innkeeper’s daughter Maria, they had 
danced and sung and feasted. Then circumstances 
separated them, each going his way the struggle for 
freedom, Maria even being taken captive. Not too 
cult, yet not too simple, for either the average teen-age 
boy girl, both whom will find themselves they 
read turning back, more than once, the dramatic and 
colorful jacket, endpaper maps the seige, and the 
black and white illustrations the beginning each 
chapter, which successfully capture the fine climactic 


points the story. 
Sister Emma, SS.C.M., 
Andrean High School, 
Gary, Indiana 


Sarah Food for People; rev. ed. 
Introduction Lord John Boyd Orr; illustrated Helen 
Ludwig. Abelard. 190p. $3.00. 

simply phrased account, with considerable immedi- 
acy and interest for young people, the author reviews 
primitive foods, old and contemporary superstitions 


Best 


May 
this field, the slow progress man’s knowledge here 
and the scientists who acquired that knowledge for us, publish 
the chief chemical elements the body and the 
cipal nutrients, diets which provide these, the action the 
food the body, modern methods processing foods, the Dic 
and the problem sufficient food for the world. and 
the last-named chapter, the solution offered Malthus 
150 years ago cautiously and prudently examined, 
and more efficient, large-scale ways raising food 
modern-day farmers suggested reason for the failure 
his prognosis. Its revival neo-Malthusians also 
mentioned, but the author does not make 
ment its modern soundness. How extensively the Alan 
present edition has been changed from that 1954 
could not determined this reader, apart from the 
author’s own note about this having been brought the 
date and “tailored make more useful our 
English-speaking friends date was found the stiff 
later than 1953 and most the data precede that 
year but are still timely. The English “ground nut” good 
seems used interchangeably with our “peanut,” teachers 
sometimes the confusion the unwary sluggish his 
reader. For junior high this interesting and highly bring 
informative book. and pre 

Strousse, Flora the first 
Margaret Haughery, Bread Woman New 
Orleans 
Illustrated Lili Rethi. Kenedy. Mar. 23, 1961. 190p. his 
$2.50. (American Background Books) 
Catholic young people should know the compassionate, yard 
open-handed Margaret Haughery, New Orleans the neig 
thropist who was also illiterate, self-made and very the 
successful business woman period and place where Neverth 
few openings existed for woman make bare liveli- turned 
hood. are told here that she was orphaned 
early age, and that following the death her husband reality 
and infant daughter she first obtained work hotel Literary 
laundress. Then her savings, ideas and labor rescued keen ob: 
age, for which she found refuge dilapitated, forced 
rented building. Later, she collected funds for their take, 
own building land donated her instigation the 
institution. During the plague 1853 she fearlessly able righ 
nursed the stricken. Meanwhile, the dairy business she 
had founded flourished, did the bankrupt bakery she 
later took over. Throughout these years and the Civil 
War interval, her charity people every age, race 
and religion was unstinted. During the Federal 
pation, she made friends with General Benjamin Butler The Cla 
and after the war was over presented General Augur 
ful citizenry erected statue her memory. spite their 
the fact that the author has woven into her account 
good deal guide-book material about 19th-century 
New Orleans, (but why bring the infamous Lalaurie ship 
mansion all?), and has set her data fictional Teresa’s 
framework supplied dialog and fictitious characters, 
(scrupulously identified), the account thin. are 
told Margaret was such and such person; she does not duct spri 
assume individuality flesh. are told conditions 
the time were thus and so; they never come life. the 
“Author’s Note” informs that data for the bio Cornwal 
eraphical material were taken from notes collected 
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published Margaret’s the bakery she 
managed successfully. Except for the incidents with 
the Federal generals, the account checks with that 
the Dictionary American Biography. Easy reading 
and palatable for grades six eight, but hardly com- 
mensurate with the stature the woman commemo- 
rates. 


Summers, James Gift Horse 


Westminster. May 15,1961. 190p. $2.95. 

Alan Whitlock had problems started his summer 
vacation—the usual problems that beset 15-year-old 
about few weeks and high school junior 
the fall, viz., how get car and how attract and 
keep the girl his dreams. needed car meet 
the stiff competition for Becky Linnell’s attention from 
classmate with money, car, high grades (all A’s), 
good looks and knack getting along with adults, 
teachers and girls. Alan’s wealth Texas-born aunt and 
his mother thought differently. horse was the thing 
bring out his noblest traits, keep him out mischief 
and prevent the low grades that all educators seem 
correlate with high school car owners. So, Alan was 
given beautiful palamino for his 16th birthday. After 
the first shock, decided liked the idea because 
had potential prestige value among the Pony Belles, 
group sub-deb riders which included Becky. Even 


his lowly jobs car greaser and pin-boy, necessary 
support the horse, his midnight watches the back- 
yard corral silence complaints from his father and 
the neighbors, were worth it. But never seemed 
get the knack mastery and one-ness with his horse. 


Nevertheless, this same high-spirited, self-willed animal 
turned the tide his favor the County Fair the 


point where all had wished for June had become 
reality the time school began the fall. This Junior 
Literary Guild selection author cited often for his 
keen observation high school boys and sympathy for 
their problems seems exaggerated its writing and 


forced its humor. Its near-puns are particularly hard 


Frances Dowling 


Poppy the Corn 
Pantheon. Mar. 319p. $3.50. 


The Clare children, Laurence, Anna, and Ben, are pre- 


pared accept Teresa Giselli, 13-year-old war orphan, 
one But the unexpected absence 
their parents and housekeeper, the problems taking 


ship with Teresa, prove formidable. resents 


affectionate acceptance the stranger, and does not 


understand that Teresa’s occasional reprehensible con- 


uct springs from her essential insecurity. Adventurous, 


intelligent children, trained measure independ- 


life. they have always found summers the coast 
Cornwall diverting and interesting. But now, though 


exciting things happen, some funny, some near-tragic, 
between the two girls are strained and cul- 
Only then does 


Anna learn that love not diminished giving and 
that jealousy can only destroy. Teresa, too, has lesson 
learn. The vividly realized setting, excellent charac- 
terization, (Ben, particularly, with his peculiar blend 
childish precocity, enigmatic elusiveness, and over- 
stimulated imagination, delightful), the good, crisp 
dialog, and the realistically portrayed growth the 
children toward better understanding themselves and 
others, make this highly recommended story for girls, 
pre-teens and early teens. few instances French 
should send the inquisitive young reader translator. 


Sister Agnese, S.C.C. 


*Wibberley, Leonard 

Zebulon Pike, Soldier and Explorer 
Funk. Apr. 28, 1961. $2.95. 
factual, objective biography, the author takes issue 
with earlier writers who regard the man for whom 
Pike’s Peak named disloyal his country, main- 
taining rather that the latter’s connection with the 
short-lived Wilkinson-Burr Conspiracy was that 
soldier following faithfully and painstakingly the orders 
his superior officer, and that the explorations the 
Louisiana Purchase lands were not only expedient for 
the nation’s information but highly productive well. 
the main, Wibberley’s data come from Pike’s pub- 
lished journals and his letters General Wilkinson 
and Secretary War Dearborn, tells us. ac- 
knowledges that has blown into full-scale pic- 
ture Pike’s unsubstantiated claim that fought the 
Battle Fallen Timbers under General Anthony 
Wayne, and has supplied little, (really very little), 
dialog elsewhere. makes impressive reading 
follow the experience the 15-year-old enlistee making 
his troop adult ruffians toe the line; his rise rank 
until lieutenant, still his twenties, was sent 
General Wilkinson explore the Mississippi its 
headwaters, making treaties with the Indians along the 
way, ripping down the British flag; compelling British 
fur traders pay their taxes the United States, sur- 
veying, selecting sites for forts and trading posts and 
obtaining Indian permission for their erection. 
able the sufferings the Spartan leader and his 
men seemed this nine-months journey bitter 
weather, they were mild comparison with those 
the commission received immediately after—explor- 
ation the southwest section the Louisiana Pur- 
chase, including tracing three river systems their 
sources, avoidance the Spanish, and establishment 
friendly relations with and between various hostile In- 
dian tribes. Afoot the Rockies, some his men suf- 
fered mutilations from frostbite, but lost none 
them spite thin cotton clothing, inadequate am- 
munition and near-starvation. died the Battle 
York, the first land victory the War 1812, which 
had planned and executed. 


The reader flinches the picture the superhuman 
endurance Pike expected his men, the same time 
that common sense recalls asked more any 
soldier than gave himself, that though undersized 
carried much the provisions any other man, 
even though covering more territory his scouting and 
hunting, and that occasion even broke trail 
high snow for the rest the group. Because the 


historical setting, this excellent collateral reading for 
American history The account Indians, 
French, British and Spanish, all determined thwart 
the growth the tiny new nation should bring some 
degree comfort readers perturbed our present- 
day situation. 


Young, Bob and Jan One Small Voice 
Messner. Mar. 20,1961. 192p. $2.95. 

Gina Morgan had beautiful voice. But was small 
voice until she steeped herself politics much that 
her voice reached the length and breadth the town. 
Disappointed when she did not get the leading role 
the school operetta her senior year, Gina was ready 
disintegrate quietly. However, not even accident 
she rode home from dance Walt Kennedy’s car 
seemed help any toward that disintegration. Rather, 
was this accident that made Gina pull herself to- 
gether and become aware the fact there more 
than music this world interested in. Throwing 
herself into American Government class project, 
Gina forgot her operetta hurt, won friends, gained con- 


SELLERs 


fidence herself, and made the townspeople aware 
their responsibility regarding election time and 
How she did it, and how well she succeeded, makes 
lively, interesting story. Junior Literary Guild selec. 
tion, the book should popular with high school girls 
interested finding themselves and their place the 


world today. 
Sister Emma, SS.C.M. 
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